
 

 

St. John Lutheran 

Congregation Council Meeting 
Tuesday, December 18, 2018  

 

Present: Pastor Lewton, Pastor Natwick, President Marcusen, Richard Benz, Jared Bookhardt, Jennifer Jung, 

Jesse Kilwein, Susan Moberg, Dan Pender, Seth Poland, Linda Splichal, Jon Tangen and Sandra Moos 

 

Absent: Tasha Gartner and Darlene Pelton, 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Pastor Lewton led us in Devotions. The meeting began with prayer.  

 

Administrative Reports 

Consent Agenda- Linda Splichal made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda; this motion was seconded 

by Seth Poland, the motion carried.  

 

 Financial Statement- Pastor Lewton reviewed the report.  

 

Trustee Report- Angie Mackey is doing a lot of the trustee work with Ray and the Contractors. Jared 

Bookhardt commented that the east parking lot is very dark, the trustees will look into it. The office off the 

east entry has continued to have water coming from the ceiling; Twin City Roofing is working on the 

repairs. The clay tiles on the roof have been completed and will need fascia paint when it warms up. The 

Church Boiler needed a repair part. The Chair Lift will be installed soon.  

 

Communications 

 Mike Pretzer of Peace Lutheran sent a thank-you for the plant and the welcome.   

 WND Synod sent a thank-you for the support of University Ministries. 

  

Pastoral Reports 

 

 Pastor Natwick 

 The Christmas Program is on Wednesday, December 19
th

 and will take the place of Church school. 

He is expecting a full house. There will be a meal and cookies. 

 2019 Mission Trip plans are being discussed. Kaitlyn Olson is working on a list of students 

interested in participating in next years mission trip, so far she has come up with 55; approximately 

half are members. They are close to selecting destinations.  

 

Pastor Lewton  

 Staff had a Christmas party. 

 In the upcoming Sundays; Elizabeth Yoder and Kaitlyn Olson will preach. 

 Pastor Lewton presented a Worship and Music Job Description for an upcoming position at the 

congregation.  

 Michael Stevenson is retiring in May. 

 

 

Unfinished Business 



Legacy of Faith Campaign is currently just below the $400,000 mark in gifts and pledges towards the 

$500,000 goal. This campaign will end at the end of 2019. 

 

Church Logo- Pastor Natwick reported that Carter can produce a better logo, he will take the time to look 

at other options. In upcoming meetings, the logos will be presented for the approval of 3, to take to the 

congregation for a vote. The goal is that it is simple, vibrant and recognizable.  

 

Accompaniment Fund Synod Campaign- the Bishop will visit and speak about the campaign on Palm 

Sunday. 

 

Pray-ground conversations- No report 

 

Bylaw Revisions-  
Jesse Kilwein made a motion to amend the provisions of C13.07.10 (Duties of Standing Committees) as 

follows: 

1) Remove C13.07.11 and continuing resolutions C13.07.A95, C13.07.B95, C13.07.C95, and C13.07.D95; 

2) Add continuing resolution C13.07.D18, and 

3) Amend continuing resolution C13.07.E95 as presented and recommended by the Review Committee. 

This motion was seconded by Susan Moberg, motion carried. 

 

Susan Moberg made a motion to amend the required provisions of chapters 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 15, 16, and 17 

of the Constitution and Bylaws of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church as presented, to bring them into 

conformity with the ELCA’s 2016 Model Constitution for Congregations; and amend the provisions of 

chapters 1, 5, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and 20 as presented and recommended by the Review Committee. This 

motion was seconded by Jennifer Jung, motion carried.  

 

Susan Moberg made a motion to accept the amendments to the Trust Fund Bylaws as presented to remove 

item C3 and add items 3, 4 and 5. This motion was seconded by Jesse Kilwein. The motion carried.  

 

Review of 2019 Budget- Pastor Lewton updated the Council on the current pledges. She discussed with us 

the 2 proposals of the budgets and the Trust Fund’s 5-year proposal to help fund the added position of 

Worship and Music Director. Susan Moberg moved to present the budget with the 2% raise to salaries to the 

Congregation. Linda Splichal seconded the motion, motion carried.  

 

New Business 

Christmas Loose offerings- Jesse Kilwein made a motion that all loose offerings during the Christmas Eve 

and Christmas services go as Outreach to God’s Global Barnyard. This motion was seconded by Dan 

Pender, motion carried. 

 

Strategic Planning Review- Pastor Lewton updated the Council on the 2018/2019 Strategic Plan and Tasks 

for 2019. The plan will be reviewed twice a year.  

 

Audit Committee- The current committee consists of Kyle Klein- 1-year term and Mike Parke- 2-year 

term. Jesse Kilwein made a motion to appoint Kelly Logan to a 3-year term on the Auditing Committee, this 

motion was seconded by Jon Tangen, motion carried.  

 

Approval of 2019 Housing Allowance for Pastor Lewton- 

Dan Pender made a motion that the Congregation Council designate $30,000 to be the annual housing 

allowance paid to Pastor Lewton, and, further, that $47,441.30 be the annual cash salary paid to Pastor 

Lewton for 2019; this motion was seconded by Jennifer Jung, motion carried.  

 

Approval of  2019 Furnishing Allowance for Pastor Natwick- 



Jon Tangen made a motion that the Congregation Council designate $46,482.42 to be the annual cash salary 

paid to Pastor Natwick for 2019, and $2,000 be the annual furnishing allowance for Pastor Natwick from his 

salary. This motion was seconded by Richard Benz, motion carried.  

 

Approve agenda for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation- 

Susan Moberg made a motion to accept the agenda presented, omitting Tim Wegner in item 5E. Jon Tangen 

seconded the motion. Motion carried.  

 

Date for Council Retreat: Feb. 22-23, 2019 at Badlands Ministries Bible Camp  

  

Next Meeting: January 15, 2019  

 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Sandra Moos, Council Recording Secretary 


