Time After Pentecost
Welcome to Worship Today!

Many and great, O God are your works, maker of earth & sky.
Your hands have set the heav’ns with stars;
Your fingers spread the mountains and plains.
Lo, at your word the waters were formed;
deep seas obey your voice.
Grant unto us communion with you, O Star-abiding One.
Come unto us and dwell with us;
With you are found the gifts of life.
Bless us with life that has no end, eternal life with you.
Hymn #837 Many and Great, O God, Text: Joseph R. Renville
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- Gathering -

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
L: A love that never ceases,
A: A creativity that designed the universe,
L: A hope that lights up the sky day and night,
A: A pursuit of reconciliation no matter the cost:
L: These are the things that are of God,
A: Then let us worship God.

Call to Worship
based on words by:
Beth Merrill Neel

WELCOME
L: In the name of the Father, + Son, and the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.
L: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.

Confession and words of
assurance are based on
Genesis scripture and
on the United Church
of Christ’s Worship
Ways Archive. http://
www.ucc.org/

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: God the creator,
A: we hear the call to trust in you always, but some days our questions,
stresses and doubts are more real to us than you.
L: We are so like Adam and Eve, easily deceived and ready for a quick fix.
A: We remember how Abram dared to believe in your promises, but belief
like that is hard to come by.
L: Like Joseph’s brothers, we become jealous of those who seem to have it all.
A: We are inclined to think we know best, instead of daring to
rely on the word of our Creator. When the world seems filled with
dangers and unknowns, we can be quick to protect ourselves. We
confess there are traces of evil both outside and inside ourselves.
L: With your help, we confront our fears and struggles.
A: Hear us, Holy One, as we confess our frailty and failings. Amen.
Silent prayers of confession

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
L: Though we often want to hide from God; though fear causes us to
close up our doors and hearts; though troubles assail and lead us
away from the ways of grace; we remember God’s promise of mercy
and goodness. God is reaching out with loving arms to each of us,
so let us rest and be held. Don’t be afraid. Forgiveness is ours and
we are free to begin again. Our Savior, + Jesus Christ has settled
the debt. May Almighty God strengthen our faith and resistance to
evil through the power of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN #733 Great is Thy Faithfulness

GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE #208 Praise To You, O God of Mercy

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you. A: And also with you.
L: Let us pray. God of the covenant, as you promised Abraham
descendants as numerous as the stars, you have also promised us that
we might live under those stars as your people, faithful and loved.
Show us how to live as your people, and how to nurture all your
children with whom we share the same canopy of sky night after night.
A: Amen.
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Stepping Into the Story
ACCLAMATION OF THE WORD SONG A Story for All People (vs 1 & 2)

*
*
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– Word –
God speaks to us in Scripture, reading, preaching and song.
SCRIPTURE READING: Genesis 15: 1-6
God’s Covenant with Abram
15 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do
not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very
great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”[a]
3
And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born
in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the word of the Lord came to him,
“This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be
your heir.” 5 He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and
count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So
shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the Lord; and the Lord
[b]
reckoned it to him as righteousness.
L: The word of the Lord
A: Thanks be to God

SERMON Pastor Lisa Lewton
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HYMN OF THE DAY #636 How Small Our Span of Life

Baptized at St. John
This week:

Today at 9:30 we celebrate the Baptism of:
Maddux Kade Watson
Son of Jason & Brittney Watson

Sponsors: Brant Haase, Briana Jung

HYMN #677 This Little Light of Mine vs 1
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

September 13
Tenney Ivan Elis
Son of
Jesse & MicKallyn Elis
Sponsor: Keana Kudma
September 20
Olivia Mae Mehlhof
Daughter of
Cody & Hope Mehlhof
Sponsor: Trevor Wilson
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APOSTLES CREED (8:00 am)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayer response: L: Lord, in your mercy
A: hear our prayer
SHARING THE PEACE— (Music by the Handbell Choir)
Give a wave of love to those worshipping online today.
(The camera is located on the front, center of the balcony.)
Offering:
Thank you to those of
you contributing to
the mission of St
John by giving
electronically, leaving
a gift in one of the
sanctuary baskets or
mailing gifts in.
Please also consider
what you have to
offer to those in your
immediate
surroundings today
and this week.
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- Meal -

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING— (Music by the Handbell choir)
OFFERING PRAYER
L: Let us pray. Almighty God, Lord of heaven and earth, your hand is open
wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature. Make us always
thankful for your loving provisions and willing to pay it forward with these
gifts, our time and possessions We want to be faithful stewards of all
You have blessed us with. We trust that You can use our offering today
to do extraordinary things in our communities, world and church.
A: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
A: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name:
L:
A:
L:
A:
L:
A:

Holy, holy holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of Your glory,
Hosanna in the highest
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest
Hosanna in the highest!

In the night in which he was betrayed . . .
THE LORD’S PRAYER
A: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen
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- Distribution of Bread & Wine Thank you to the Handbell Choir for special Music today!!

All are invited
to the table today.
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Hymn for Reflection during distribution #790 Day by Day

Digging Deeper:
What could God’s dreams be for you?
If you’ve already been on an amazing ride of greatness with God,
would you be willing to share that adventure?
Who could be blessed with hearing your story?
CHALLENGE FOR THE WEEK:
Pray for a deeper faith and trust that God can do all things.
Watch and record what happens.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
L: Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once
again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ.
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved
vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by
the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now
and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

- Sending God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
L: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
A: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN # 771 God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Share the good news! A: Thanks be to God.
THANK YOU TO THE WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Pastor Lisa Lewton & Pastor Joe Natwick
Assisting Ministers: 8:00 am Dave Gabbert
9:30 am Michael Stevenson
Tech: 8:00 am Greg Jung
9:30 am Sage Lecoe
Ushers: 8:00 am Connor Hinkle
9:30 am Damon Glasser
Matthew Schmitt
Ellie Papineau
Jerry Schwartz
Sandi Ribb
Camera:
Grant Bittner
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