Time After Pentecost
Welcome to Worship Today!

Songwriter Chad Mattson shares, in the story behind the song,
“Just Give Me Jesus”, his struggle to find contentment.
After trying so hard and finding his own ideas and strivings not working out,
he found comfort and guidance for a renewal of commitment in Psalm 37:4
Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you your heart’s desires.
This text and his own experience helped him realize
hat true satisfaction will only come through an intimate relationship with Jesus.
As we look at the unfaithfulness of the Israelites today in worship and their desire to
take matters into their own hands, we look at our own lives and see how we are so
similar. We wander time and time again and like the Israelites in the wilderness, God
blesses them, and us, with mercy and forgiveness over and over again!

As you prepare for worship today,
you are invited to meditate on the words of this song,
get honest about your own unfaithfulness and rest in the loving arms of Jesus.
There’s nothing you desire, that can’t be found in our Savior.

Just Give Me Jesus

Written by Jon Lowry, Christopher Stevens & Chad Mattson
© June 2018, Recorded by Unspoken

I work so hard, try’n to open every door
Search near and far, turning over every stone
I close my eyes, instead I find no rest
No rest for a restless heart
All I've been chasing, putting my faith in
Let it fade, let it break into pieces
Take all my pride, my dreams, my plans
This house I've built, on troubled sand
If I gained the world, it would never be
It could never be enough

All of my searching, trying to be perfect
All the fears, all the lies I believed in
All I've been chasing, putting my faith in
Let it fade, let it fall into pieces
And just give me Jesus
Just give me Jesus
There's nothing I desire
That can't be found in You
You're everything that I've ever needed
Just give me Jesus
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- Gathering The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
When the world seems shady, Jesus says,
“YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.”
When there is something missing in the despair of social media ranting
and news to the left or right, Jesus says,
“YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH.”
Beloved ones of God: You are to light the way with the mercy of Christ; You
are to break out of the bland political divide with the flavor of abundant life.
St. John will be light and salt following these visions:
MEETING JESUS AT THE TABLE.
Inviting you into a life-changing relationship with God.
CONNECTING HUMAN BEINGS IN THE HOLY SPIRIT.
Cultivating curiosity and honest conversation.
MAKING SENSE OF THE WORLD WITH GOD’S WORD.
Finding everyday hope in the cross.
SHOWING UP WITH LOVE FOR THE NEIGHBOR NEAR AND FAR
Together, we confess the ways in which we dim the light and hide the salt.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: Faithful and forgiving God of new life,
A: we are a broken and unfaithful people, often hurtful to ourselves, each
other and turning our backs on You.
L: We seek to lift ourselves up and thrive on our own power and independence.
A: We mix up priorities in life and forget that each day is a gift from You.
L: We forget that You are eager to hear our prayers and instead gripe, grumble
and worry, when life is tough.
A: We get stuck in old patterns of behavior and resist turning around for
the new start You give us.
L: Help us Lord, to humble ourselves and our agendas, that they would align
with your plans for the world.
A: Help us to be a hopeful people and grateful for the love, blessings and
freedom we are promised, and have already received, from You.
L: Hear our honesty, as we silently confess our frailty and failings.
A: Amen.
Silent prayers of confession

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
L: Like so many before us, God continues to show mercy to each of us.
Through the death and resurrection of God’s Son, + Jesus Christ, our sins
have been forgiven. With the power of the Holy Spirit among us, we are
free to begin again and believe in these promises of God.
A: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN #758 You Are the Way

GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE #840 Now Thank We All Our God

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you. A: And also with you.
L: Let us pray. Faithful God of an unfaithful people, the people of Israel
doubted your power and turned to other gods to fulfill their needs. We too,
turn to other gods, seeking acceptance, power, and independence. Show
us how to live humbly in you, and walk in your ways, in the name of the
one who offered true power to all humanity, Jesus Christ.
A: Amen.

Stepping Into the Story
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ACCLAMATION OF THE WORD SONG #514 O Word of God Incarnate
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– Word –
God speaks to us in Scripture, reading, preaching and song.
SCRIPTURE READING: Exodus 32: 1-14

The Golden Calf
32 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the
mountain, the people gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come,
make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become
of him.” 2 Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears
of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So
all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to
Aaron. 4 He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold,[a] and cast an
image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought
you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar
before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a
festival to the Lord.” 6 They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to
eat and drink, and rose up to revel.
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The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have
been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have
cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up
out of the land of Egypt!’” 9 The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone, so that my wrath may
burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a
great nation.”
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But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your
wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in
the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn
from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on
your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how
you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your
descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised
I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 14 And
the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on
his people.

L: The word of the Lord
A: Thanks be to God

SERMON Pastor Lisa Lewton
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HYMN OF THE DAY #770 Give Me Jesus

Today at 9:30 we celebrate the Baptism of

Blaykelynn Grace Monroe Ross,
daughter of Terence & Kari Ross
Sponsors: Katrina Johnson, Courtney Breen,
Rollin Barkman, Sheyden Turner

HYMN #677 This Little Light of Mine vs 1
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
6

APOSTLES CREED 8:00am
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayer response: #780 REFRAIN Shepherd Me, O God

Offering:
Thank you to those of
you contributing to
the mission of St
John by giving
electronically, leaving
a gift in one of the
sanctuary baskets or
mailing gifts in.

Please also consider
how you could be
SALT and LIGHT in
your circle of family
and friends this
week.

7

SHARING THE PEACE— instrumental music

- Meal -

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING— instrumental music
OFFERING PRAYER
L: Let us pray. Blessed are you O God, maker of all things. You have set
before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly
banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set
tables and be “salt” & “light” in the midst of a suffering world, through the
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
A: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
A: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name:
L:
A:
L:
A:
L:
A:

Holy, holy holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of Your glory,
Hosanna in the highest
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest
Hosanna in the highest!

In the night in which he was betrayed . . .
THE LORD’S PRAYER
A: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen
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- Distribution of Bread & Wine LAMB OF GOD #622 WOV

All are invited
to the table today.
Come as you are.

Hymn for Reflection during distribution #460 Now the Silence
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Digging Deeper:
What idols or unfaithfulness can you identify in your own life?
How are they interfering with or compromising your faith in God?
What are you seeking and really after when you hold those “idols” in such
high regard? Is what you are honoring with your life truly meeting your
need?
CHALLENGE FOR THE WEEK:

Enlist a friend or family member to share with and help you
to be accountable in breaking or melting down an idol
that has become more important in your life than God.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
L: Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once
again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ.
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved
vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by
the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now
and forever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

- Sending God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
L: Jesus says, “You are the light of the world and the salt of earth”.
Beloved ones of God: Go forth today to light the world with the mercy
of Christ! May the Lord bless you on your way and give you courage
to live and love abundantly. May the Lord’s strength move you to
show up with love for neighbors near and far. May the Holy Spirit fill
you with peace and hope throughout all of your days. In the name of
the Father, + the Son and the Holy Spirit,
A: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN #807 Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Share the good news! A: Thanks be to God.

THANK YOU TO THE WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Pastor Lisa Lewton & Pastor Joe Natwick
Assisting Ministers: 8:00 am Dave Gabbert
Tech: 8:00 am Ian Homiston
Ushers: 8:00 am Brayden Barnhart
Connor Hinkle
Jerry Schwartz
Camera:
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9:30 am Chip Poland
9:30 am Nate Shilman
9:30 am Damon Glasser
William Lindvig
Sandi Ribb
Jackson Halvorson
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