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- Gathering -

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: O God, our light, if ever there were a people who need your light,
Assembly: it is us.
L: If ever there was a place where hope needed to be born,
A: it is in the manger of our hearts.
L: The work of your hands surrounds us,
A: The miracle of your coming confronts us.
L: God of Hope, come, be present in our worship.
A: Amen
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENSS
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Lord of Israel who comes to set us
free, the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, the Dawn from on high who
guides us into peace.
A: Amen
L: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as
God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.
L: Loving and forgiving God,
A: we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts,
we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not
loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us,
O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the
light of Christ. Amen.
L: People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are
forgiven, and you are free— free from all that holds you back and free to live
in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love,
☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy
Spirit.
A: Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH - PEACE
(At home, please light a candle at the same time.)
L: Light one candle for peace. Because the world is broken and the
wait is long, but we refuse to be frozen by fear. Peace comes in
fits and starts - a deep breath a courageous truth a humble heart.
“Prepare the way,” she whispers, “for the Lord comes to make the
broken whole.” So we light one candle, because it only takes one:
Christ with us.
HYMN: #257 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (v. 1 & 5)
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O come, O come, Emmanuel,

Advent Candle liturgy
written by Rev. Karen
Ware Jackson
https://
www.prcli.org/wpcontent/
uploads/2020/10/OneCandle-Liturgy.pdf

and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
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O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. Composite
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.
L: Let us pray.
L: Loving Lord, When we have strayed, you have called us to come home
to you. “Return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and
with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing.” With all our
hearts we return to you, and gratefully accept your gentle love, for the
sake of the one whose spirit lives in us, Jesus Christ, our loving savior.
A: Amen.

Stepping Into the Story

ACCLAMATION OF THE WORD HYMN
#251 My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness (V. 1)

*
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– Word –
God speaks to us in Scripture, reading, preaching and song.

SCRIPTURE READING: Joel 2: 12-13, 28-29
12

Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;13rend your hearts and not
your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents
from punishing.
28
Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your
young men shall see visions.29Even on the male and female slaves, in
those days, I will pour out my spirit.

*

L: The word of the Lord
A: Thanks be to God
SERMON Pastor Lisa Lewton

Choir Anthem—Once in Royal David’s City (9:30 AM)

HYMN OF THE DAY #269 Once in Royal David’s City (v. 1 & 4)
(8:00 AM)

*
*
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NICENE CREED
A: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayer response: L: Lord in your mercy,
A: Hear our prayer
SHARING THE PEACE
Choir Anthem—He Shall Be Called Wonderful

- Meal God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING MOMENT VIDEO
Christmas Hymn Sneak Peak

HYMN # 281 Silent Night, Holy Night (V.1)

*
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Offering:
Thank you to those of
you contributing to the
mission of St John by
giving electronically,
leaving a gift in one of
the sanctuary baskets
or mailing in gifts.
Please also consider
how you could be
SALT and LIGHT in
your circle of family and
friends today.

OFFERING PRAYER
L: Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits
of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and
hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our
Savior and Lord.
A: Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
A: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise . . . we praise your name:
L:
A:
L:
A:
L:
A:

Holy, holy holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of Your glory,
Hosanna in the highest
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest
Hosanna in the highest!

L: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed . . .
L:
A:
L:
A:
L:
A:
L:
A:
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your spirit . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours . . . One God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
A: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

- Distribution of Bread & Wine LAMB OF GOD ELW pg 154

All are invited
to the table today.
Come as you are.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
L: Let us pray. Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and
cup we have feasted again on your endless love. Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, that we may be messengers to prepare your way, harvesters of justice and righteousness, and bearers
of your eternal Word, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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- Sending God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
L: May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one
another and for all, and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our
Lord Jesus. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you
now and forever.
A: Amen.
SENDING HYMN #266 All Earth is Hopeful (V.1)

*
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DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
A: Thanks be to God.

Advent Credo
By, Allan Boesak
It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to
destruction and loss—
This is true: For God so loved the world that He gave his only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have
everlasting life;

It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination,
hunger and poverty, death and destruction—
This is true: I have come that they may have life, and that
abundantly.
It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word, and
that war and destruction rule forever—
This is true: Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, his name shall be called
wonderful councilor, mighty God, the Everlasting, the Prince of
peace.
It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil who seek
to rule the world—
This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and lo I
am with you, even until the end of the world.
It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted,
who are the prophets of the Church before we can be
peacemakers—
This is true: I will pour out my spirit on all flesh and your sons and
daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions and your
old men shall have dreams.
It is not true that our hopes for liberation of humankind, of justice, of
human dignity of peace are not meant for this earth and for this
history—
This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that the true worshipers
shall worship God in spirit and in truth.
So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope. Let us see
visions of love and peace and justice. Let us affirm with humility, with
joy, with faith, with courage: Jesus Christ—the life of the world.

(From Walking on Thorns, by Allan Boesak, Eerdmans, 2004.)
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THANK YOU TO THE WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Assisting Ministers: 8:00 am Dream O’Brien 9:30 am Gayle Homiston
Tech: 8:00 am Aaron O’Brien 9:30 am Adam & Deb Brock
Ushers: 8:00 am Rod Kostelecky 9:30 am Easton Hugelen
Jack Price
Camera:
Aiden Healy

Additional Services in December
Light Up a Life Service
(Livestream only)

December 6th @ 2:00 pm

The holiday season is often very difficult for those experiencing the loss of loved ones;
this non-denominational memorial service provides an opportunity for remembrance,
reflection, healing, and celebration of life through music, scripture and inspirational
readings.

Service of Lessons & Carols
(Livestream & limited seating)

December 20th @ 4:00 pm

This is a lovely celebration of the Christmas season. Local musicians and clergy will
present Dickinson's version of this service that originated in England in 1918 at King's
College at Cambridge University.

Longest Night Service
(Livestream only)

December 21st @ 7:00 pm

This service gives us permission to acknowledge the difficulty of the longest night of
the Christmas season for those who are overwhelmed by grief. Scripture, Holy
Communion, candle-lighting and singing appropriate to the season are all a part of
this healing service is led by the Badlands Conference.

A HINTERLAND CHRISTMAS
December 24th @ 3:00 pm
(Livestream only)
Hinterland—an area beyond what is visible or known
This year, we will gather together with friends and family digitally. Join us in your
“Christmas best”, or perhaps your coziest pajamas, as we imagine celebrating this
story of Jesus’ birth with others from all around the world—but together!
You are encouraged to submit a family photo via the website! These photos will be
shown prior to the worship service so we can see the faces of the families worshiping
with us this Christmas!
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