with Holy Communion
8:00 & 9:30 am December 27, 2020

First Sunday in Christmas

The voices of Simeon and
84-year-old Anna join the
chorus today, recognizing
what God is doing in
Jesus. Simeon’s song is
sung after communion, for
we have seen God’s
salvation in the assembled
community and have held
Jesus in our hands in the
bread. Then, like the
prophet Anna, we tell of
Jesus to all who look for
the healing of the world.

~ Welcome To Worship~
Here, God prepares us for a life of
Showing Up With Love for the Neighbor Near and Far
If you are new here, welcome! We are so glad you’ve come to worship today in-person or online. If you are worshipping in the building,
here are some helpful tips:
Bathrooms are located out the side doors. A handicap bathroom (with
a changing table) is across from the nursery.
Children are always welcome. Worship activity bags are in the entryway. The nursery is temporarily unavailable due to COVID-19.
Hearing-impaired. If it is difficult to hear any of the service, please ask
an usher for a personal amplifier.

Holy Communion is celebrated at each worship service. The table is
open to all who believe in the redeeming power of Christ’s love. At this
time, we are communing only by bread (no wine). Please ask the server if you need a gluten-free wafer.
Worship all week by liking “Devotions from the Badlands” on Facebook,
provided by area ELCA clergy.

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dickinson, ND

First Sunday in Christmas

Evangelical Lutheran Worship with Holy Communion
December 27, 2020 8:00 & 9:30 am
Presiding: Pastor Lisa Lewton Preaching: Bishop Craig Schweitzer
Organist: Barb Arneson and Cheryl Hewson

- Gathering The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
Assembly:

When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph,
God is there.

L:
A:

When Jesus is presented at the temple,
God is there.

L:
A:

When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms,
God is there.

L:
A:

When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple,
God is there.

L:
A:

This very morning,
God is here.

L:
A:

In the future we cannot see,
God is there. Let us worship God!

HYMN: #283 O Come, All Ye Faithful (v. 1 and 2)
1

O come, all ye faithful,

joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Refrain

come and behold him,

O come, let us adore him,

born the king of angels: Refrain

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,

2

The highest, most holy,
light of light eternal,
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the Father

Christ the Lord!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who was in the beginning,
who makes a dwelling among us,
who covers us with justice and mercy.
A: Amen.
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence is kept for reflection.) God with us, Emmanuel.
A: we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors.
In the frenzy of Christmas, we have turned away from your invitation
to new life. We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and
those known only to you, for the sake of the one who came to live
among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Emmanuel literally
means “God with us”

L: Hear the good news of peace and salvation!
God forgives us all our sins,
not through our own work,
but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger,
rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.
A: Amen.
HYMN: #277 Away in a Manger (v. 1 and 3)

*
*
2

GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Let us pray. Glory of Israel, The coming of your son, Jesus, broke open
the heavens and prepared a way for all of your children to come home
to you. Give us eyes to see your miraculous spirit moving in this church
and in this world. Teach us to be proclaimers of your love to the
nations, for the sake of the one whose name is redemption for the
peoples, Jesus Christ, our salvation.
A: Amen.

Stepping Into the Story
ACCLAMATION OF THE WORD HYMN
#279 O Little Town of Bethlehem (v. 1 and 4)

*
*
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– Word –
God speaks to us in Scripture, reading, preaching and song.

SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 2: 22-38
22

When the time came for their purification according to the law of
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23
(as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be
designated as holy to the Lord"), 24and they offered a sacrifice according
to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two
young pigeons."
25

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's
Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary
under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
29

"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your
salvation,31which you have prepared in the presence of all
peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to
your people Israel."
33

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said
about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary,
"This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and
to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will
be revealed — and a sword will pierce your own soul too."
36

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven
years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty- four.
She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer
night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and
to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem.

L: The word of the Lord
A: Thanks be to God

SERMON Bishop Craig Schweitzer
5

4

Hymn #296 What Child Is This

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (8:00 am)
(Credit to Bruce Prewer,
www.bruceprewer.com)

I believe in the Living God who is directly involved in the affairs of
the world.
I believe that God chooses the meek and the poor to shame the
proud and the rich.

I believe in the incarnate Word, leaping in a woman’s womb, cradled
in poverty.
I believe in Jesus, true son of Mary, true Son of God, who came
among us in weakness, that we might come to know the profound
strength available to common people who turn to God in trust and
with love.
Yes, my friends, this I truly believe.

5

Today at 9:30 we celebrate the Baptism of

Grady James Begger,
Son of Whitley and Kyle Begger
Sponsors: Jarl and Anna Abrabamson

HYMN #677 This Little Light of Mine vs 1
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,

I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,

The Paschal (Easter) Candle is lit throughout the season of Easter. We also light
this candle at baptisms and
funerals to remember the
Easter promise of new life.

I’m gonna let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

APOSTLES CREED (9:30am)
A: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,

He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.

6

“The peace is a sign that
those who participate in

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayer response: L: Lord in your mercy,
A: Hear our prayer

it open themselves to the
healing and reconciling

SHARING THE PEACE

power of God’s love and

- Meal -

offer themselves to be
agents of that love

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

in the world.”
~Manual on the Liturgy

OFFERING MOMENT VIDEO - The Jahner Family (Story Night)

HYMN #286 Your Little Ones, Dear Lord (v. 1 and 3)

*
*
Offering:
Thank you to those of
you contributing to the
mission of St John by
giving electronically,
leaving a gift in one of
the sanctuary baskets
or mailing in gifts.
Please also consider
how you could be
SALT and LIGHT in
your circle of family and
friends today.

OFFERING PRAYER
L: Let us pray. Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing
joy and salvation to the earth. Nourish us at your banquet table, that with
all who welcome your birth we may proclaim your peace, revealed in
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
7

A: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
A: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise . . . we praise your name:
L:
A:
L:
A:
L:
A:

Holy, holy holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of Your glory,
Hosanna in the highest
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest
Hosanna in the highest!

L: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed . . .
L:
A:
L:
A:
L:
A:
L:
A:

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your spirit . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours . . . One God, now and forever.
Amen.

Today at 10:45
we celebrate
the Baptism of
Mila Valentine Sickler
Daughter of
Jaime & Lenci Sickler
Sponsors:
Hope Raley &
Ashley Gaab
And

Sonora Wray Raley
Daughter of
Hope & Aaron Raley
Sponsors:
Stormie Sickler &
Kathryn Raley

THE LORD’S PRAYER
A: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for
ever. Amen
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Distribution of Bread & Wine Lamb of God #195

All are invited
to the table today.
Come as you are

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
L: Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once
again fed us from your very self with the body and blood of Christ. Through
this mystery, send us forth to proclaim your promise to a world in need,
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.
A: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

- Sending God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING

9

L: Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,
proclaimed joy through the angels,
sent the shepherds with good news,
and led the magi by a star,
bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh.
A: Amen.

SENDING HYMN #313 O Lord, Now Let Your Servant (Simeon’s Song)

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
A: Thanks be to God.
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Enlarge our hopes
By Steven Garnaas-Holmes (www.unfoldinglight.com)
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;
this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel.
There was also a prophet, Anna …
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
—Luke 2.25, 38
The Divine Presence seeps into us
like the quietness that settles on the trees
in the snowy dark.
Geese on the pond
pause in their migration,
a gathering of hopes.
Anna and Simeon see
what others don't; they are looking
for something larger.

O Patient One, you have changed
what we are waiting for,
and how.
Enlarge our hopes and our horizons;
give us both the courage of deeper longings
and the peace of deeper trust.
December 28, 2017

THANK YOU TO THE WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Assisting Ministers: 8:00 am Dream O’Brien
Tech: 8:00 am Greg Jung
Ushers:8:00 am Mariska Krank
Caleb Swisher
Camera:

9:30 am Chris Hertler
9:30 am Tim Lantz
9:30 am Damon Glasser
Dan Glasser
Sam Lewton

All printed music licensed through Evangelical
Lutheran Worship: CCLI License #1536027

