with Holy Communion
8:00 & 9:30 am January 17, 2021

2nd Sunday after Epiphany

~ Welcome To Worship~
Here, God prepares us for a life of
Showing Up With Love for the Neighbor Near and Far
If you are new here, welcome! We are so glad you’ve come to
worship today in-person or online. If you are worshipping in the building,
here are some helpful tips:
Bathrooms are located out the side doors. A handicap bathroom (with
a changing table) is across from the nursery.
Children are always welcome. Worship activity bags are in the
entryway. The nursery is temporarily unavailable due to COVID-19.
Hearing-impaired. If it is difficult to hear any of the service, please ask
an usher for a personal amplifier.
Holy Communion is celebrated at each worship service. The table is
open to all who believe in the redeeming power of Christ’s love. At this
time, we are communing only by bread (no wine). Please ask the
server if you need a gluten-free wafer.
Worship all week by liking “Devotions from the Badlands” on Facebook,
provided by area ELCA clergy.

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dickinson, ND

2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Presiding: Pastor Lisa Lewton Preaching: Pastor Joe Natwick
Organist: Barb Arneson

- Gathering -

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
At Home
Worship Checklist

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

 Bread & Wine
(or juice)

Leader: Light tells the truth.

 Candle

L: Light disperses mercy.

 Offering Basket
(with notepad to
brainstorm how to be
an offering this week)

A: Light is hope.

Assembly: Light is ordinary.

L: Light stretches for the hometown prophet to tell the truth.
A: Light illumines the ordinary to fish for people.
L: Light shines mercy and heals, even on the Sabbath.
A: Light meets us in the worst moments to offer hope.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: Blessed be the Maker of Light, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness guides the
way.
A: Amen.
L: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant light of God. (Silence is kept
for reflection) Holy God,
A: you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We
confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— our own sins and the
broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your
outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit
the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even
before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in
your divine mercy. Amen.
L: How vast is God’s light! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to
be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s
reconciling peace.
A: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: #532 Gather Us In (V. 1, 3, 4)
Epiphany

*
*
*

The word Epiphany
means “showing
forth”, and it names
the time when the
church tells
Matthew’s story of
the magi from
foreign lands who
follow the light of
the star and thus
“see” Jesus as Christ,
God in the flesh.

GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE: #864 Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven
1

Praise, my soul, the God of heaven;

4

Angels sing in adoration,

joyfully your tribute bring.

in God's presence, face to face.

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,

Sun and moon and all creation,

evermore God's praises sing.

all who dwell in time and space.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praises everlasting ring!

Praise with us the God of grace!

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847, alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-2005

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.
L: Let us pray. God of the nations, Show us how to love all the people of
the earth, of all colors and kinds: those with technology and without;
those who make due with very little and who use many resources;
those with formal education and without; those who call upon your
name and who do not; so that all your children may be glorified in the
name of the One who brought glory and liberty, Jesus Christ our
salvation.
A: Amen.

Stepping Into the Story
ACCLAMATION OF THE WORD HYMN
#715 Christ, Be Our Light (refrain only, repeated)
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– Word –
God speaks to us in Scripture, reading, preaching and song.
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 4:14-30
L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.
14

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to
teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.16When he came to
Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place
where it was written:
18

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
19
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
20

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to
them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 22All spoke well
of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They
said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" 23He said to them, "Doubtless you will quote to
me this proverb, 'Doctor, cure yourself!' And you will say, 'Do here also in your
hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.'"
24

And he said, "Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet's
hometown. 25But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of
Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there
was a severe famine over all the land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them
except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.
27

There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and
none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian." 28When they heard
this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of
the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so
that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them
and went on his way.
5
L: The Gospel
of the Lord.
A: Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON: Pastor Joe Natwick

HYMN OF THE DAY: #808 Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song
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Today at 9:30 we celebrate the Baptism of
Bennett Jett Selle,
Son of Jordan and Todd Selle
Sponsors: Tony Kuntz, Rebecca and Chadd Selle

HYMN #677 This Little Light of Mine vs 1

This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayer response: L: Lord in your mercy,
A: Hear our prayer

6

SHARING THE PEACE

- Meal God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN #184 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering:
Thank you to those of
you contributing to
the mission of St
John by giving
electronically, leaving
a gift in one of the
sanctuary baskets
or mailing in gifts.
Please also consider
how you could be
SALT and LIGHT in
your circle of family
and friends today.

7

OFFERING PRAYER

L: Let us pray. Gracious God, it is difficult to recognize abundance. We worry
about having enough money and enough time. We worry whether we are
enough for the demands in our lives. Help us to see abundance in all you
provide for us: moisture for crops, sunlight to see your glory, stars to pierce
the darkness. Inspire us in this meal see and share your abundance
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, the host of this meal.
A: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
A: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

L: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your
reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. You rescued
Israel, your chosen people. Through the prophets you renewed your promise; and,
at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, who in words and deeds proclaimed
your kingdom and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.
In the night in which he was betrayed...Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes.
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Today at 11:00 am
we celebrate
the Baptism of
Pace Porter Gass
Daughter of
Michaela & Dan
Gass
Sponsors:
Mason Heth &
Tanessa Kuck

L: Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord
offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in
power to share with us the great and promised feast.
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
L: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,
that we who receive the Lord's body and blood may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
L: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and
unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as
victorious Lord of all. Until then, we pray together the prayer our Savior taught us to
pray.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
A: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen
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Distribution of Bread & Wine Lamb of God #195

All are invited
to the table today.
Come as you are

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
L: Let us pray. Thank you, Giver of Light, for feeding us at your table. Go with
us from here, filled with your abundant mercy, to reveal your light wherever
we live, work, and play. We pray in Jesus’ name.
A: Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

- Sending God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING

L: Beloved, we have heard and trusted in the good news revealed in Jesus
Christ.
Go now into the world to do and see still greater things, to open heaven
upon earth and bear witness to eternal life today;
9

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

SENDING HYMN: Now the Body Broken

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
A: Thanks be to God.
10

Annual Meeting of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Sunday, January 31st at 10:15 a.m.
In-Person in the Sanctuary and over Zoom
St. John’s Annual Meeting will be a celebration of God’s work in our midst in 2020, and a hope
-filled look at Living in Service to Christ in 2021. To make the meeting accessible to all members
of the congregation, you may attend in-person or over Zoom.
Why attend an annual meeting? You are not required, even if you are a member of St. John.
However, if you miss this meeting, you will miss hearing why it matters that St. John exists. In
2020, it mattered that St. John existed to provide encouragement through creative online worship,
care and support for the lonely, food for people financially insecure, and financial generosity in the
community of Dickinson at St. Luke’s Home, further away at Badlands Ministries Bible Camp, and
even further away through your mission support to the Western North Dakota Synod.
In 2021, it will matter that St. John exists to continue to provide creative online worship, and to
show up with love for neighbors near and far. At the annual meeting, you will hear about ministry
your leadership is excited about in 2021.
 If you attend the annual meeting in-person, you will not need to sign in or register. Just show up.
 If you plan to attend on Zoom, you will need to watch e-news for the link to enter the meeting. (Sign up

for e-news at the top of the page at www.stjohnelc.org.) Only voting members will be admitted into the
meeting on Zoom.
 The 9:30 a.m. worship service on Jan. 31 will be shortened to about 35 minutes to begin the meeting

promptly at 10:15 a.m.
 A pdf of the annual meeting booklet with reports and the 2021 proposed budget will be available by

Jan. 20 for members. We plan to email a copy to all members. If you recently changed your email
address, contact the church office at 225-6747 or email Angie Mackey at amackey@stjohnelc.org. A
physical copy of the booklet will be available at the meeting on Jan. 31.
 You are welcome to a Zoom coffee hour on Sun., Jan. 24th between 10:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. hosted

by Pastor Lisa, Congregation Council President Jesse Kilwein, Treasurer Mike Parke, and Trust Fund
Committee President Kim Anderson. This coffee hour is intended for your questions and conversation
related to the annual meeting reports, budget, or simply to practice joining a Zoom meeting. You are
not required to attend on Jan. 24th.

THANK YOU TO THE WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Assisting Ministers: 8:00 am Dream O’Brien
Tech: 8:00 am Aaron O’Brien
Ushers:8:00 am Connor Hinkle
Jerry Schwartz
Camera:

9:30 am Chip Poland
9:30 am Damon Glasser
9:30 am Sandi Ribb
Allie Schmidt
Sam Lewton

All printed music licensed through Evangelical
Lutheran Worship: CCLI License #1536027

