with Holy Communion
8:00 & 9:30 am February 28, 2021

2nd Sunday in Lent

In this particular season of Lent, there is a pronounced need for a
neighborly kind of love. We need love to cross political divides, and to
cross the divide from despair to hope for children in foster care. We
need love to unite our scattered community of faith until we are able to
safely gather.
While we practice neighborly love, it will never be perfect. But we can
practice. Let’s set aside Lent to practice neighborly love and wait for
God’s Easter love to cross the deepest divide from death to new life.

~ Welcome To Worship~
Here, God prepares us for a life of
Showing Up With Love for the Neighbor Near and Far
If you are new here, welcome! We are so glad you’ve come to
worship today in-person or online. If you are worshipping in the building,
here are some helpful tips:
Bathrooms are located out the side doors. A handicap bathroom (with
a changing table) is across from the nursery.
Children are always welcome. Worship activity bags are in the
entryway. The nursery is temporarily unavailable due to COVID-19.
Hearing-impaired. If it is difficult to hear any of the service, please ask
an usher for a personal amplifier.
Holy Communion is celebrated at each worship service. The table is
open to all who believe in the redeeming power of Christ’s love. At this
time, we are communing only by bread (no wine). Please ask the
server if you need a gluten-free wafer.
Worship all week by liking “Devotions from the Badlands” on Facebook,
provided by area ELCA clergy.

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dickinson, ND

Presiding: Pastor Lisa Lewton Preaching: Pastor Joe Natwick
Organist: Barb Arneson

- Gathering -

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: On the road to Jericho,
Assembly: in the city of Jerusalem.
L: In a field, a woman’s house, and on a farm with two brothers.
A: With rich and poor, and those without sight.
L: We are thirsty for new life.
A: And hungry for a place to belong.
L: Here, the Holy Spirit calls us together, the people of God, to drink bottomless
mercy and feast at the welcome table.

SONG OF CONFESSION
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

“Most Merciful God” By, Greg Lafollette

FORGIVENESS
L: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love
of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God
remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
A: Amen.

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE: “We Cry Mercy” By, Greg Lafollette

PRAYER OF THE DAY
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L: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.
L: Let us pray. Holy One of mighty power, your word is powerfully dangerous. Your
word casts out demons. Your word heals incurable diseases. Your word devours
empires. Your word transforms the fabric of the universe. Help us to stand in awe
and fear of what your word is capable of doing. Give us courage to speak your word
and wisdom to hear it, for the sake of the one whose very whisper can demolish sin,
Jesus Christ. A: Amen.

Stepping Into the Story
LENTEN ACCLAMATION #177

– Word –
God speaks to us in Scripture, reading, preaching and song.
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 13:1-9, 31-35
L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.
1

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2He asked them, "Do
you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse
sinners than all other Galileans? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you
will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower
of Siloam fell on them — do you think that they were worse offenders than all
the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will
all perish just as they did."
6

Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and
he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener,
'See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and
still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?' 8He replied,
'Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it.
9
If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.'"
31

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, "Get away from
here, for Herod wants to kill you." 32He said to them, "Go and tell that fox for
me, 'Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and
tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, and
the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to
be killed outside of Jerusalem.' 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to
gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings,
and you were not willing! 35See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you
will not see me until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord.'"
L: The Gospel of the Lord.
A: Praise to you, O Christ.
5
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SERMON: Pastor Joe Natwick

HYMN OF THE DAY: #614 There is a Balm in Gilead
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayer response: #752 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

SHARING THE PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.
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- Meal God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
During the offering
each week,

Please help build
the prayer cross
next to the pulpit.


Write a prayer
on a slip of
paper provided
at the ends of
each row and
drop it in the
basket on your
way to
Communion.

OFFERING MOMENT VIDEO ~ Offering a home for foster care.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN: Bread for the Journey, V. 1-2

*
*

If you are
worshiping
online, leave a
prayer in the
comments or
click on the
“Lent Prayer
Cross” button at
www.stjohnelc.
org, and your
prayer will be
added to the
creation in the
sanctuary.



OFFERING PRAYER
L: Let us pray. Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places. Out of
love, you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in
this meal, so that we may journey with our neighbor to springs of new life. In
the name of the one who is our bread and our meal, Jesus Christ our Lord.
7

A: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.

A: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.

A: We lift them to the Lord.

A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Today at 11:00
am
we celebrate
the Baptism of
Lauren Ida Healy
Daughter of
Jill & Patrick
Healy

L: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Sponsors:
Troy & Jodi Bosch

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
L: Blessed are you, O God of the universe...With this bread and cup we remember our
Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

A: Come, Holy Spirit.
L: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of
Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice,
peace, and love.

A: Come, Holy Spirit.
L: With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.

A: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
for ever. Amen
8

- Distribution of Bread & Wine Communion Distribution Hymn: #479 We Come to the Hungry Feast

All are invited
to the table today.
Come as you are

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
L: Let us pray. God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people
into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your
Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
A: Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

- Sending God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
L: May the Lord show you the way of love, that you might show up with love
for your neighbor near and far. We end as we began, in the name of the
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.
9
A: Amen.

SENDING HYMN: “Prayer After Communion” By, Greg LaFollette

D.S. al Coda
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© 2018 Late Model Leadfoot Music (Admin. by Gregory W. LaFollette) Music Preparation by Helen Vaskevitch

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Walk in the way of the Lord.
A: Thanks be to God.
Get updates weekly!
Click on the gray bar on the
homepage to add your
name to our list!

Lent is a season of repentance and renewal; a 40-day invitation to leave behind our old ways
and be made well through Jesus’ death and resurrection. Each week, we will focus on one of
the five essential elements of well being: career, social, financial, physical, and community.
LENTEN WORSHIP—WEDNESDAYS @ 7:00 PM (onsite & Livestream)
LENTEN BOOK STUDY—WEDNESDAYS @ 5:45 PM (onsite & Zoom: 822 1150 8128)
•
•
•

All printed music licensed through Evangelical
Lutheran Worship: CCLI License #1536027

•

Lenten Devotionals are available in the Mission Corner, E-News & on the website.
Easter Memorial forms are available on the sanctuary entrance tables, E-News & the
website. Funds will be utilized to assist Foster Care families.
Blanket and/or Backpack Collection—leave your donated items at the front of the
sanctuary (pulpit side). These items will be given to foster children as they are needed.
Add a link to the Prayer Chain! Paper links are located in the pews, or submit your
prayer online to be added to the cross.

Sunday, MARCH 28th:

Wednesday, MARCH 31st:
Thursday, APRIL 1st:
Friday, APRIL 2nd:

PALM SUNDAY — 8:00 am & 9:30 am Worship
(onsite; 9:30 am is also livestream & radio broadcast)
“Come Walk with Me” Community Cantata—7:00 pm
(onsite & Livestream)
MAUNDY THURSDAY—7:00 pm Worship
( Livestream only)
GOOD FRIDAY—7:00 pm Worship
( Livestream only)

~ EASTER SUNDAY : April 4th ~
8:00 am | 9:30 am | 11:00 am
All services will be onsite! Masks and distancing will be expected.
The 9:30 am Worship will also be broadcast on KDIX radio and available on Livestream.

THANK YOU TO THE WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Assisting Ministers: 8:00 am Michael Stevenson
Tech: 8:00 am Richard Benz
Ushers:8:00 am Mariska Krank
Caleb Swisher
Camera:

9:30 am Diane Melbye
9:30 am Owen Bittner
9:30 am Damon Glasser
Kainen Ollerman
Grant Bittner

