St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dickinson, ND

8:00 & 9:30 a.m. May 16, 2021

Seventh Sunday of Easter

~ Welcome To Worship ~
Here, God prepares us for a life of
Showing Up With Love for the Neighbor Near and Far
If you are new here, welcome! We are so glad you’ve come to
worship in-person or online. If you are worshipping online, you may find it
helpful to prepare a worship space around you. Light a candle and gather
bread and wine (or juice). If you are in the church building, here are some
helpful tips:
Bathrooms are located out the side doors. A handicap bathroom (with a
changing table) is across from the nursery.
Children are always welcome. Worship activity bags are in the entryway.
The nursery is open but not staffed.
Hearing-impaired. If it is difficult to hear any of the service, please ask
an usher for a personal amplifier.

Holy Communion is celebrated at each worship service. The table is
open to all who believe in the redeeming power of Christ’s love. At this
time, we are communing only by bread (no wine). Please ask the server
if you need a gluten-free wafer.
Worship all week by liking “Devotions from the Badlands” on Facebook,
provided by area ELCA clergy.

St. John’s Mission Statement: Living in Service to Christ
Presiding & Preaching: Pastor Joe Natwick
Organists: Cheryl Hewson

- Gathering -

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: “Abraham,” God said long ago, “Your dreams are too small.”
Assembly: “Abraham,” God said, “Your dreams grow bigger when you
hang out with people who think differently than you.”
L: “Paul,” God said later on, “I know you love to be oppositional, but you are
totally wrong.”
A: “Paul,” God said, “Instead of being right, be alive in Jesus Christ.”

L: “Descendent of Abraham,” God says to you, “How lovely it is when your faith
erases lines of separation between human beings.”
A: “Children of God,” we say to one another, “You belong to Christ. And
you. And you. And you.”
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (silence
for reflection) Gracious God,
A: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you

in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: #576 We All Are One in Mission

GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.
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KYRIE

“Kyrie eleison” is an
ancient Greek phrase
that means “Lord,
have mercy”.
We ask God to be
present with us in our
world and in our
lives.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain)
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain)
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our work and our play,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain)
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Faithful Deliverer, you have chosen us to receive salvation by faith, not by
the works of our hands. Deliver us, then, from the law, and free us from the
bondage of sin so that with our hands we might serve you in purity of joy
and response to your goodness, for the sake of Jesus Christ, who is all
goodness.
A: Amen.
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– Word –
God speaks to us in Scripture, reading, preaching and song.

Stepping Into the Story

ACCLAMATION OF THE WORD: #172 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah

SCRIPTURE READING: Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29
You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that
Jesus Christ was publicly exhibited as crucified! 2The only thing I want to learn
from you is this: Did you receive the Spirit by doing the works of the law or by
believing what you heard? 3Are you so foolish? Having started with the Spirit,
are you now ending with the flesh? 4Did you experience so much for nothing?
— if it really was for nothing. 5Well then, does God supply you with the Spirit
and work miracles among you by your doing the works of the law, or by your
believing what you heard?
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Just as Abraham "believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness," 7so, you see, those who believe are the descendants of
Abraham. 8And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by
faith, declared the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "All the Gentiles
shall be blessed in you." 9For this reason, those who believe are blessed with
Abraham who believed.
23

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until
faith would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ
came, so that we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we
are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all
children of God through faith. 27As many of you as were baptized into Christ
have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there
is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are
one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's
offspring, heirs according to the promise.
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SERMON: Pastor Joe Natwick

HYMN OF THE DAY: #763 My Life Flows On in Endless Song
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Today at 9:30 we celebrate the Baptism of
Islaih Rose Lutes,
Daughter of Holly Williamson and Taran Lutes
Sponsors: McKenzie Kostelecky & Erica Kurger

HYMN #677 This Little Light of Mine vs 1
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

APOSTLES CREED (9:30am)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.

6

NICENE CREED (8:00am)
A: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
In the year 325, an
ecumenical council

historically gathered
in Nicea to adopt a
confession of faith
for the whole
Christian church in
opposition to
emerging heresies.
A creed states what

we believe together.

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayer response: L: Lord in your mercy,
A: Hear our prayer
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SHARING THE PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.

- Meal God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
Bell Choir “Let Everything That Breathes Praise the Lord”
Percussion - Lauran Holder, Brian Holder, Julianne Skaff

OFFERTORY HYMN: #384 That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright (V. 1 & 4)

*

*

to make an
electronic
contribution!

OFFERING PRAYER
L: Let us pray. God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to
your table. Receive our lives and the gifts of time, talent and treasure we
offer. Abide with us and send us to be light in a suffering world; for the sake
of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
A: Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
A: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy (Hymn #473)

L: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify,
you we worship and adore...Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes:

A: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
L: With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new
creation, and we pray the prayer he taught us:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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A: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
for ever. Amen

- Distribution of Bread & Wine LAMB OF GOD: #195

The risen Christ
invites us to this
table.
Come, eat and be
satisfied.

Please extend your
hands to receive the
sacrament or fold
your hands for a
blessing.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
All are welcome to
feast at the table.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
L: Let us pray. Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in
our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
A: Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Milestone Ministry - High School Graduation Recognition

- Sending BLESSING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

L: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the
risen Lord Jesus. The God of life and light, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
A: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: #325 I Want Jesus to Walk With Me

All printed music
licensed through
Evangelical Lutheran
Worship: CCLI License
#1536027

DISMISSAL

•
•
•

Are you a visitor?
Interested in becoming
a member?
Need to talk with a
pastor or update your
information?

L: Go in peace. Share the good news.
A: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

THANK YOU TO THE WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Assisting Ministers: 8:00 am Michael Stevenson 9:30 am Chip Poland
Tech: 8:00 am Richard Benz
9:30 am Nate Shilman
Ushers: 8:00 am Curt Glascoe
9:30 am JD Thatcher
Nolan Weidner
David Janz
Camera:
Jackson Halvorson

WHAT’S COMING UP …
to complete a
Contact Card!

TODAY:

We celebrate with the graduating High School students,
& bless them on their journey ahead!

May 18th:

St. Luke’s Annual Meeting @ 11:30 am. Join the meeting via Zoom at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87332750949
The last Wednesday Night Worship for the school year!
Note: We will begin at 6:00 pm—outside! (weather permitting)
Theology on Tap @ Fluffy Fields!

May 19th:
May 25th:

Visit the website at www.stjohnelc.org for details on all programs & schedules.

