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~ Welcome To Worship ~ 
 

Here, God prepares us for a life of                                    

Living in Service to Christ 

      If you are new here, welcome! We are so glad youôve come to       

worship in-person or online. If you are worshipping online, you may find it 

helpful to prepare a worship space around you. Light a candle and gather 

bread and wine (or juice). If you are in the church building, here are some 

helpful tips: 

  Bathrooms are located out the side doors. A handicap bathroom (with a 

changing table) is across from the nursery.     

  Children are always welcome. Worship activity bags are in the entryway. 

The nursery is open but not staffed.  

  Hearing-impaired. If it is difficult to hear any of the service, please ask 

an usher for a personal amplifier. 

  Holy Communion is celebrated at each worship service. The table is 

open to all who believe in the redeeming power of Christôs love. Please 

ask the server if you need a gluten-free wafer. 

  Livestream Worship (9:30 am). Audio / Video are ñliveò on our            

Facebook page before and after service.  A reminder that conversations 

may be heard on the internet. 

 To protect and welcome all people - every other pew is reserved to 

maintain social distancing and face coverings are strongly                  

recommended for people who are not fully vaccinated. 

Worship all week by liking ñDevotions from the Badlandsò on Facebook, 

provided by area ELCA clergy. 



St. Johnôs Mission Statement: Living in Service to Christ 

Presiding & Preaching: Pastor Lisa Lewton 

Organists: Cheryl Hewson 
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- Gathering - 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
 

CENTERING SONG   

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Leader: Come, let us gather as God's church: 

Assembly: This church is composed of people like me.  

I help make it what it is.  

It will be friendly, because I am friendly.  

Its pews will be filled, because I help fill them.  

It will do great work, because I share my time and talents.  

It will make generous gifts to many causes, because I am a generous giver.  

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship, because I invite 

and bring them.   

It will be a church where people grow in faith and serve God, because I am 

open to growing and serving. 

(Together) Therefore, with God's help, we dedicate ourselves to the task 

of being the church God calls us to be.  Amen.  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, нone God, the God of manna, the God of    

miracles, the God of mercy.  

A: Amen. 

L: Drawn to Christ and seeking Godôs abundance, let us confess our sin.  

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

L: God, our provider, 

A: it is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways 

when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn 

to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense 

at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else 

can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for 

life in the world. Amen. 

L: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 

nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than 

enough. Through Jesus,  нthe bread of life, you are shown Godôs mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

A: Amen. 
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GREETING  

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

A: And also with you. 

GATHERING HYMN: #726 Light Dawns on a Weary World (v, 1-2) 

* 
* 
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GLORY TO GOD  
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ð Word ð 

God speaks to us in Scripture, reading, preaching and song. 
 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a  (p. 735 OT) 
 
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays Godôs 
vengeance on Edom, Israelôs age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to 
Zion safe for the exilesô return. The desert itself will flow with water to give drink to the 
returning exiles.      
  
L:  The Word of the Lord 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 146  
  
     1
Hal- 

|
 lelujah! 

  Praise the L , 
|
 O my soul! 

 
2
I will praise the L  as long 

|
 as I live; 

  I will sing praises to my God while I 
|
 have my being. 

 
3
Put not your 

|
 trust in rulers, 

  in mortals in whom there 
|
 is no help. 

 
4
When they breathe their last, they re- 

|
 turn to earth, 

  and in that day 
|
 their thoughts perish.  

 
5
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob 

|
 for their help, 

  whose hope is in the 
|
 L  their God; 

 
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that 

|
 is in them; 

  who keeps promis- 
|
 es forever; 

 
7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to 

|
 those who  

hunger. 
  The L  sets the 

|
 captive free. 

 
8
The L  opens the eyes of the blind; the L  lifts up those who 

|
 

are bowed down; 
  the L

|
 loves the righteous.  

 
9
The L  cares 

|
 for the stranger; 

  the L  sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way 
|
 of the 

wicked. 
 
10
The L  shall 

|
 reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
|
 Hallelujah!      

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and 

death into life. Open us to the power of your presence and make us a peo-

ple ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus 

Christ, our healer and Lord.     

A: Amen.       
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[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǎŜ  

ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŎǊŜŜƴΚ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ 

ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ 

ȅƻǳ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ 

ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ǎƻƳŜπ

ǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΚ        

tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜΦ όLŦ 

ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ 

ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ 

ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŀǇǇŜŀǊΦύ 

 

 

 

 

In Markôs gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesusô 
ministry. Here, a conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning 
of his mission to the Gentiles. 

GOSPEL READING: Mark 7:24-37 (p. 43 NT) 

L:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
A:  Glory to you, o Lord 

GOSPEL VERSE:    

Second Reading: James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17  (p. 247 NT) 

Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, espe-

cially at the expense of the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip 

service to Godôs will. Instead, a living Christian faith expresses itself in acts of com-

passion and mercy for those in need.  

L:  The Word of the Lord 
A:  Thanks be to God. 

L:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
A:  Praise to you, o Christ. 

SERMON: Pastor Lisa Lewton 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: #508 As Rain from the Clouds (v. 1,3) 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

Today at 8:00 am we celebrate the Baptism of  

Ridley Mark Thiel,  

       Son of Nicholas & Christina Thiel 
 

Sponsors:  Brittney Mills & Lindsey Thiel 
    

* 

* 


