St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dickinson, ND

8:00 & 9:30 a.m. Sunday, September 12, 2021

Time After Pentecost

~ Welcome To Worship ~
Connecting Human Beings Through the Holy Spirit
Each year, Council and Staff choose one of St. John’s seven visions as a
theme to guide us through the school year. This year’s theme,
“Connecting Human Beings Through the Holy Spirit” encourages us to
recognize St. John as a community of faith. We are one body of many human bodies connected by the resurrected body of Christ. This community
is connected not through preferences or politics, but through the Holy
Spirit. You are welcome in this community no matter the color of your skin,
who you love, your messy life history, or your messy present tense. Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ, in whose body we are one.
A FEW HELPFUL TIPS
Bathrooms are located out the side doors. A handicap bathroom (with a
changing table) is across from the nursery. An usher can direct you.
Children are always welcome. Worship activity bags are in the entryway. The
nursery is open but not staffed.
Hearing-impaired. If it is difficult to hear any of the service, please ask an usher for a personal amplifier.
Holy Communion is celebrated at each worship service. The table is open to
all who believe in the redeeming power of Christ’s love. Please ask the server if
you need a gluten-free wafer.
Livestream Worship (9:30 am). Audio / Video are “live” on our Facebook page
before and after service. A reminder that conversations may be heard on the
internet.
To protect and welcome all people - every other pew is reserved to maintain
social distancing and face coverings are strongly recommended for people who
are not fully vaccinated.

St. John’s Mission Statement: Living in Service to Christ
Presiding: Pastor Lisa Lewton Preaching: Pastor Joe Natwick
Organists: Barb Arneson

- Gathering -

If you are
worshipping
online, you may
find it helpful to
prepare a worship
space around you.
Light a candle and
gather bread and
wine (or juice).

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CENTERING SONG (Take a breath. Why are you here? For what do you hope?)
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The church is people who make promises to one another.
Assembly: We promise to support and pray for those who are baptized.
L: We promise to support and pray for new members to our community.
A: We promise to support and pray for Pastor Joe and Pastor Lisa,
L: and Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and Bishop Craig Schweitzer.
A: We promise to support and pray for Congregation Council members.
L: We promise to be doers of St. John’s vision:
Connecting Human Beings Through the Holy Spirit.
A: The church is people who trust in God’s renewing promise of mercy.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
“Christ never
promises peace in
the sense of no
more struggle and
suffering. Instead,
he helps us to
struggle and suffer
as he did, in love,
for one another.”
Listening to Your
Life: Daily
Meditations with
Frederick
Buechner

L: In the name of the Father, and of the (†) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.
L: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism and our promises to one another, we are
clothed in God’s mercy and forgiveness.
A: Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
L: We give you thanks, O God, our Promise-Keeper, for in the beginning your Spirit
moved over the waters, and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in
which you took delight.
A: You made promises to Noah, the Israelites, and to Jesus in the Jordan River.
L: You made a promise in our baptisms to claim us as your own, making us heirs of
your promise and servants of all.
A: We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life.
L: We praise you for community, to be held together by the glue of our promises.
A: Shower us with your Spirit when we understand the world differently.
L: Make our promises bigger than our differing perspectives.
A: Grant us the power of humility and self-discipline.
L: Renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love,
A: in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom

GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.
KYRIE (ELW Page 184)
REFRAIN: Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. REFRAIN

Kyrie means “Lord,
have mercy” in
Greek.

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. REFRAIN

The Kyrie is a
prayer asking for
the Lord’s mercy
for the world, our
neighbor, and all of
creation.

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our work and our play,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. REFRAIN
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord REFRAIN
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.
L: Let us pray. Grand designer of all things, The light and darkness, the
dome in the midst of waters, the sky and dry land, the vegetation, the
seasons, the swarms of living creatures, birds and great sea monsters,
creeping things and wild animals, and us; all these were brought into being with a word on your lips. And it was good.
A: Amen.

– Word –
God speaks to us in Scripture, reading, preaching and song.
STEPPING INTO THE STORY
ACCLAMATION OF THE WORD:
Come and Seek the Words of Wisdom (V. 1)

*
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SCRIPTURE READING: Genesis 1:1—2:4a
1

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind
from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be
light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the
first day.
6
And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters." 7So God made the dome and separated
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the
dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and
there was morning, the second day.
9
And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. 10God called the dry land
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God
saw that it was good. 11Then God said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with
the seed in it." And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed
in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was
morning, the third day.
14
And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and
years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth." And it was so. 16God made the two great lights — the greater light to
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars. 17God set
them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw
that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth
day.
20
And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky." 21So God created the
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw
that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 23And there was
evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
24
And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle
and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was
so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And
God saw that it was good.
26
Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."
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27

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created
them; male and female he created them.
28
God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill
the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth."
29
God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them
for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I
have given every green plant for food." And it was so. 31God saw everything
that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.
1

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And
on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on
the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that
he had done in creation. 4These are the generations of the heavens and the
earth when they were created. In the day that the Lord GOD made the earth
and the heavens,
L: Word of God, Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.

SERMON: Pastor Joe Natwick

HYMN OF THE DAY: #731 Earth and All Stars! (v. 1,4,5)
1 Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blowing snowstorm!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain
4 Classrooms and labs! Loud boiling test tubes!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Athlete and band! Loud cheering people!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain
5 Knowledge and truth! Loud sounding wisdom!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Daughter and son! Loud praying members!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain
Refrain
5

God has done marvelous things.
I too sing praises with a new song!
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926 Text © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
Today at 8:00 am we celebrate the Baptism of
Wyatt Daniel Bergman,
Son of Daniel & Kellie Bergman
Sponsors: Zachary Bergman & Elise Nolte

Today at 8:00 am we celebrate the Baptism of
Weston Cullen O’Brien,
Son of Daniel & Kimberly O’Brien
Sponsors: Kayla Martin, William Martin & Jess O’Brien

Today at 9:30 am we celebrate the Baptism of
Grayden Jeffrey Pavlicek,
Son of Tucker & Lacy Pavlicek
Sponsors: Frank & Bonnie Filipi

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints, The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body, And the life everlasting. Amen.
HYMN #677 This Little Light of Mine vs 1
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine,
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayer response: L: Lord in your mercy,
A: Hear our prayer
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SHARING THE PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.

- Meal -

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING “´God’s Work Our Hands` Sunday” Video by Ashley Rasmussen
OFFERTORY HYMN: #453 Baptized and Set Free (V. 1 & 4)

*
*

OFFERING PRAYER
to make an
electronic
contribution!

L: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and
our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
A: Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts
A: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God..
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise..
Holy, Holy, Holy

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen
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- Distribution of Bread & Wine DISTRIBUTION
Special Music by the Handbell Choir: Take Me to the Water
The risen Christ
invites us to this
table.
Come, eat and be
satisfied.

LAMB OF GOD

Please extend your
hands to receive the
sacrament or fold your
hands for a blessing.
All are welcome to feast
at the table

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
L: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.
A: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

L: Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

A: Amen.
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- Sending God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
L: May the Father, who connected us in worship, keep you connected to the
fountain of mercy. May the (†) Son, whose risen body gives us hope, keep
us hoping beyond the daily news. May the Spirit, who connects our bodies
as one, sustain you in this community of faith.
A: Amen.

SENDING HYMN: #454 Remember and Rejoice (V. 1, 2, & 4)
*
*
*
*

Worship all week by
liking “Devotions
from the
Badlands” on
Facebook,
provided by area
ELCA clergy.
Check out the
new faces!

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace, connected through the Holy Spirit.
A: Thanks be to God.
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•
•
•

Are you a visitor?
Interested in becoming
a member?
Need to talk with a
pastor or update your
information?

&
MINISTRY FAIRTODAY!
Sunday, Sept. 12th @ 10:30 am
This is a FUN EVENT FOR ALL AGES!

to complete a
Contact Card!

Do you want to learn more about volunteer
opportunities? Or learn more about St. John?
Sign up for “God’s Work. Our Hands.”?
Visit all of the ministry areas for a chance to
WIN A PRIZE!

A family meal, Church School classes,
Worship and Confirmation make for a lively
and fun Wednesday Night!

There will be children’s activities as well ….
Including a search to fill their ark with animals!
Fill up your ark and receive your reward!

Church School students must be registered
for classes!

Friends ∙ Fellowship ∙ and of course,
Refreshments! Don’t miss it!

Visit www.stjohnelc.org / Serve / Children
for schedules and registration!

THE COFFEE IS ON!
Good ‘ol Lutheran coffee
is available in the
Commons area and
Fellowship Room again!
Enjoy a “cup of joe” and
friendly conversation
before / after Worship!

Welcome
Back to
WEDNESDAY
NIGHTS!

ICE CREAM
SOCIAL
Thursday, Sept. 16th
@ 8:00 pm
Another opportunity for Thursday night
worshipers to learn more about ministry
opportunities at St. John! Enjoy ice cream,
fellowship, and sign up for
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday!

MILESTONE MINISTRY
September Classes
5:30—6:00 pm
4 & 5 Year old students—Sept. 22nd
“Welcome to Worship!”
2 Year old students—Sept. 29th
“Prayer—Talking to God”

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.
Sunday, Sept. 26th @ 9:30 am (No 9:30 a.m. service)
It's a NEW DAY .... and this day of service will look a little different!
This year, the event will be held at ROCKY BUTTE PARK (566 Fairway St, Dickinson)!
We will begin the morning with a blessing, and follow up with various projects that will benefit the
Dickinson community! Visit www.stjohnelc.org / News & Events / Event Registration
for information and to volunteer to be a part of this important day of service!

All printed music
licensed through
Evangelical Lutheran
Worship: CCLI License
#1536027

THANK YOU TO THE WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Assisting Ministers: 8:00 am Dream O’Brien
Ushers: 8:00 am Bruce Jessen
Acolytes: 8:00 am Paxton Fridley
Tech: 8:00 am Richard Benz
Camera:

9:30 am Chris Hertler
9:30 am Mariska Krank
Kainen Ollerman
9:30 am Jordan Tessier
9:30 am Owen Bittner
9:30 am Grant Bittner

Visit our website at www.stjohnelc.org . We invite you to subscribe to the St. John E-News to receive
weekly information in your email inbox on what is coming up for the current week, and to follow us on
Facebook! (links to E-News & Facebook are available from our website)

