~ Welcome To Worship ~

Christ the King Sunday

8:00 & 9:30 a.m. Sunday, November 21, 2021

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dickinson, ND

A FEW HELPFUL TIPS
Bathrooms are located out the side doors. A handicap bathroom (with a
changing table) is across from the nursery. An usher can direct you.
Children are always welcome. Worship activity bags are in the entryway. The
nursery is open but not staffed.
Hearing-impaired. If it is difficult to hear any of the service, please ask an usher
for a personal amplifier.
Holy Communion is celebrated at each worship service. The table is open to all
who believe in the redeeming power of Christ’s love. Please ask the server if
you need a gluten-free wafer.
To protect and welcome all people - every other pew is reserved to maintain
social distancing and face coverings are strongly recommended for people who
are not fully vaccinated.

Advent Eve
Today we bid farewell to the lengthy liturgical season of Pentecost. We made our
way past the Day of Pentecost, weeks of Ordinary Time, Reformation and All
Saints days. But that’s enough looking back. For most of us, it is easier to look
back at what is known than it is to look forward into unknown. Even when the past
is undesirable, we often choose to dwell there and not dream of the future.
The liturgical name for today is a fine example. God’s people begged God for a
king even though history had taught them human kings tended to disappoint.
God’s people could not imagine a future that looked different from the past they
had known.
And so, God would take things slowly. The future would begin with a 9-month wait
period. To everyone’s surprise, the king was born ordinary and impoverished. He
ruled with love and not force, which was the future none of God’s people
imagined. When his kingship ended with execution, what appeared to be failure
won a future of eternal life for you and me.
It goes to show that a future with God might not be so bad after all.

St. John’s Mission Statement: Living in Service to Christ
Presiding & Preaching: Pastor Joe Natwick
Organists: Cheryl Hewson

If you are
worshipping
online, we are so
glad you are here.
You may find it
helpful to prepare
a worship space
around you.
Silence your
phone. Light a
candle and gather
bread and wine
(or juice).

- Gathering -

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CENTERING SONG
(Christ is king and you are not. What can you let go as you listen to the music?)

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Today we commemorate Christ as King. A king is an ancient, forgotten idea.
Assembly: But is it?
L: A king is a human in whom people set their hopes.
A: A king, people assumed, would set things straight in a nation.
L: A king had power to make everyone follow a straight path.
A: A king is an ancient idea we cling to today.

L: We follow kings by sharing angry memes on Facebook and blaming the other
political side for the state of our nation.
A: We have mixed up human kings with Christ the King.
L: The King in whom we set our hopes is human and divine.
Why make the
sign of the cross?

A: This King does not rule any one nation, but desires for people of every nation
to act with justice and mercy.

It is an option to
make the sign of
the cross over
your chest or on
your forehead
when the
presiding minister
makes the sign of
the cross. The
sign of the cross
is ecumenical in
that is used by
the Orthodox,
Roman Catholics,
Lutherans, and
Episcopalians. It
is a
remembrance of
the death and
resurrection of
our Lord: the
center of our
faith.

L: This King’s power is issued in love and not force.
A: We cling to Christ as King, whose light is love in the darkness.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (Silence is kept
for reflection.) Have mercy on us, O God.
A: We confess that we have sinned against you and against our neighbor. We
have built walls instead of tables and have turned away the stranger. We have
sought glory for ourselves and have treasured that which does not satisfy.
Help us to love as you love, to welcome those you send, and to treasure
mercy and justice. Turn us from our ways to your ways, and free us to serve
those in need. Amen.
L: God, who makes all things new, forgives your sins for ☩ Jesus’ sake and
remembers them no more. Lift up your heads and your hearts. Yours is the
kingdom of God.
A: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: #834 (V. 1-3) Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

*
*
*

GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.
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GLORY TO GOD (ELW Page 185)
Glory to God in the highest, the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you,
we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God in the highest, the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
Glory to God in the highest, the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen. Amen. Amen.
Glory to God in the highest, the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Glory to God in the highest, the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.
L: God of light, there can be overwhelming obscurity in this world. But you
shine your light and increase joy, and for your brilliance we are grateful.
A: Amen.

– Word –
God speaks to us in Scripture, reading, preaching and song.
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STEPPING INTO THE STORY

ACCLAMATION OF THE WORD: #661 (V. 2) I Love to Tell the Story
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I love to tell the story:
how pleasant to repeat
what seems, each time I tell it,
more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story,

Refrain
I love to tell the story;
’ll sing this theme in glory
and tell the old, old story
of Jesus and his love.

SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah

9:1-7

1

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time
he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in
the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the nations.
2

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.
3
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
L: Word of God, Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.
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SERMON: Pastor Joe Natwick

HYMN OF THE DAY: #688 (V. 1 & 3) Lord of Light

*
*
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
Today at 9:30 am we celebrate the Baptism of
Waylon James Lee Deon Smith,
Son of Nathan & Alexandra Smith
Sponsors: Cassidy Hugelen, Paige Stroh, Alex & Bryson McWithey

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN #677 This Little Light of Mine vs 1
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine,
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayer response: L: Lord in your mercy,
A: Hear our prayer
SHARING THE PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.
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- Meal God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Thank You
for sharing a
financial
contribution to
support St. John’s
mission of Living in
Service to Christ.

OFFERING

9:30 AM Special Music by the Choir: A Song in the Night

OFFERTORY HYMN: #691 Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring

to make an
electronic
contribution!

OFFERING PRAYER
L: Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the
earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who
hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to
feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
A: Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts
A: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God..
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise..
Holy, Holy, Holy

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen
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- Distribution of Bread & Wine DISTRIBUTION

LAMB OF GOD
The risen Christ
invites us to this
table.
Come, eat and be
satisfied.
Please extend your
hands to receive the
sacrament or fold your
hands for a blessing.
All are welcome to feast
at the table

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
L: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.
A: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
L: Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this
feast, the body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to
serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
A: Amen.
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- Sending God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
A: Amen.

SENDING HYMN: #314 Arise, Your Light Has Come!

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
A: Thanks be to God.

As you go looking
for God this week,
find inspiration on
the “Devotions
from the
Badlands”
Facebook page!
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“LIVING IN SERVICE TO CHRIST “
•
•
•

Are you a visitor?
Interested in becoming
a member?
Need to talk with a
pastor or update your
information?

to complete a
Contact Card!

Connecting Human Beings in the Holy Spirit
THANKSGIVING WORSHIP
Wednesday, Nov. 24th @ 7:00 pm
Join us for a special Thanksgiving Worship (onsite & online). A special offering is taken
during this worship for ELCA World Hunger, as we give thanks for the abundance we enjoy.
There are no programs on this evening. There will be no Worship service on Thanksgiving Day.
THEOLOGY ON TAP
Tuesday, Nov. 30th @ 7:00 pm
Location: TBD
Looking for a “real” conversation on a
current topic and how it relates to what the
Bible is teaching us? Let’s sit, have a drink
and talk—just like Luther did—and learn
from each other.
December 5th & 12th
ADVENT BOOK STUDY
“Prayer in the Night:
For Those Who Work or Watch or Weep”

By Tish Harrison Warren

WARM UP!

Enjoy a warm cup of
coffee & conversation
in the Commons Area!

The longest night of the year falls during
Advent, the same time we await the light
that pierced the dark.
Tish Harrison Warren writes a thoughtful
book to guide us through the night, and
even to encourage us to trust the dark.
Consider joining this conversation if you are
in a season of doubt or loss, as the author
explores themes of human vulnerability,
suffering and God’s seeming absence.

MILESTONE MINISTRIES
1ST COMMUNION CLASS
Wednesday, Dec. 1st @ 5:30—7:00 pm
The First Communion Milestone Ministry
class is for children of all ages who have
recently started to receive Holy Communion,
those who will be starting to commune in the
near future, and for those who would like to
learn more about the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. If your child is asking about and
wants to participate in this meal, they are
likely ready!
~ BADLANDS MINISTRIES EVENTS ~

ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, Nov. 21st @ 2:00 pm (Zoom)
If you would like to be a part of this important
meeting of the bible camp, visit
www.badlandsministries.org to register.
You will then be emailed the Zoom link
to participate.
VIRTUAL CAMP CHRISTMAS
Dec.18th @ 1:00 pm
This annual event features music from
area church choirs & groups.

for PASTOR JOE! — Dec. 15th, 16th & 19th [ after Worship ]
While endings are sad, they are also a cause for celebration—celebrating all the ways God has
been with us through this season with Pastor Joe. On each of these dates, there will be a “farewell
celebration” as a time to gather and give thanks.
Pastor Joe’s last worship service at St. John will be Christmas Eve.
(There will also be a “drive-thru” opportunity to express your gratitude!)

~ THANK YOU TO THE WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY ~
All printed music
licensed through
Evangelical Lutheran
Worship: CCLI License
#1536027

Assisting Ministers:
Ushers:
Acolytes:
Tech:
Camera:

8:00 am Dream O’Brien
8:00 am Bruce Jessen
Kathy Johnson
8:00 am Jaymison Wilkie
8:00 am Aaron O’Brien

9:30 am Renee Boomgaarden
9:30 am Milo Morris
Pam Morris
9:30 am Jenna Zubke
9:30 am Owen Bittner
9:30 am Grant Bittner

Visit our website at www.stjohnelc.org . We invite you to subscribe to the St. John E-News to receive
weekly information in your email inbox on what is coming up for the current week, and to follow us on
Facebook! (links to E-News & Facebook are available from our website)

