Welcome To Worship

Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:00 & 9:30 a.m. Sunday, December 19, 2021

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dickinson, ND

Connecting Human Beings in the Holy Spirit
Entering a church for the first time can be confusing and
intimidating. Welcome! Here are a few things to know...
Bathrooms are located out the side doors. A handicap bathroom (with a changing table) is across from the nursery. An
usher can direct you.
Children are full participants in a life of faith at St. John,
welcome to sing, pray, and take Holy Communion. Worship
activity bags are in the entryway when kids need extra activity.
The nursery is open but not staffed.
Hearing-impaired. If it is difficult to hear any of the service,
please ask an usher for a personal amplifier.
Holy Communion is celebrated at each worship service. The
table is open to all who believe in the redeeming power of
Christ’s love. Ask the server if you need a gluten-free wafer.
To protect and welcome all people - every other pew is reserved to maintain social distancing and face coverings are
strongly recommended for people who are not fully vaccinated.

St. John’s Mission Statement: Living in Service to Christ
Presiding & Preaching: Pastor Joe Natwick and Pastor Lisa Lewton
Organists: Cheryl Hewson

If you are
worshipping
online, we are so
glad you are here.
You may find it
helpful to prepare
a worship space
around you.
Silence your
phone. Light a
candle and gather
bread and wine
(or juice).

- Gathering The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CENTERING SONG
(Slow down. No need to hurry to the next place or worry what to do. You are
safe here. What word or words come to mind when you slow down today?)

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Words. So many words. We worship with words.
Assembly: There are first words and last words.
L: Words proclaim forgiveness and grant comfort.

A: Hellos and goodbyes are spoken with words.
L: In the beginning, there was the Word.
A: In the end, there is the Word.
L: In the meantime, the Word shines light,
A: and scatters grace upon grace one word at a time.
‘ad·vent
“The
extraordinary
thing that is
about to happen
is matched only
by the
extraordinary
moment just
before it
happens.
Advent is the
name of that
moment.”
Frederick
Buechner
Whistling in the
Dark: Doubter’s
Dictionary

BROKENNESS AND PROMISES
L: We gather in the name in which we are baptized, in the name of the
Father, and of the (†) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.
L: After a moment of reflection, let us confess our sin in the presence of
God and of one another. (a brief stillness) Let us pray. God of life,
A: We are dry ground. Water our lives with your Word. We give up
believing our lives can be a source of good in the world. We turn
inward and focus on the perfect Christmas. We close our eyes to
the needs of our
neighbor. Rattle our dry bones back to life
with your windy Word. Amen.
L: Siblings in Christ, the Word that rattles dry bones and waters your life
has delivered you from sin’s heavy hand. In (†) Jesus’ name you are
forgiven. The Word dwells with you to save you from seeking perfection,
and to open your eyes to those who are hurting. May the God of life stir
up in you an Advent wonder of the living Word made flesh.
A: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: #715 (V. 1, 2, & 5) Christ, Be Our Light

*
*
*

GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.

SING A SONG OF ADVENT (Sung before and after the read-
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ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING: Love
L: Blessed are you, God of light, you are full of grace and truth. You

The Advent wreath
and candle-lighting
in the midst of
growing darkness
strengthen some of
the Advent images
found in the Bible.
The unbroken circle
of greens is an
image of everlasting
life, a victory
wreath, the crown of
Christ, or the wheel
of time itself.

promised to send a son, Emmanuel, who brought your loving presence
among us; and you promise through your Son Jesus to save us from
our sin.
As we light these candles, turn us again to your light; strengthen our
faith in the word spoken by your prophets; let love transform a world
in need. O people of peace, hope, joy and love,
A: let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with
us. Amen.

– Word –
God speaks to us in Scripture, reading, preaching and song.
STEPPING INTO THE STORY
ACCLAMATION OF THE WORD:
#254 (V. 1) Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
1

Christians use the
wreath as a sign
that Christ reaches
into our time to lead
us to the light of
everlasting life.
The four candles
mark the progress of
the four weeks of
Advent and the
growth of light.

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art,
dear desire of ev'ry nation,
joy of ev'ry longing heart.

SCRIPTURE READING: John 1:1-18
1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it.
6

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.
10

3

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God.

14

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
15
(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said,
'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.'") 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.
17
The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only
Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.
L: Word of God, Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.

SERMON: Pastor Lisa Lewton and Pastor Joe Natwick

HYMN OF THE DAY: #295 (V. 1-3) Of the Father’s Love Begot-

*
*
*
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
Today at 9:30 am we celebrate the Baptism of
Lyla Dawn Steffan,
Daughter of Tanner and Melanie Steffan
Sponsors: Kelsey Birdsall and Shawn Steffan

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN #677 This Little Light of Mine vs 1
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine,

5

NICENE CREED
A: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.)

SHARING THE PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.

- Meal -

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
Special Music by the Bell Choir: Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day
6

OFFERTORY HYMN: #267 Joy to the World (1 & 4)
Thank You
for sharing a
financial
contribution to
support St. John’s
mission of
Living in Service
to Christ.

*
*

to make an
electronic
contribution!

2022 OFFERING
ENVELOPES
are available in the
Commons area.
If you currently do not
have envelopes and
would like a booklet,
contact Angie Mackey,
Finance Administrator at
225-6747 or
amackey@stjohnelc.org.

OFFERING PRAYER
L: Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our
hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way
before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our
pathway and our peace.
A: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING—ELW Page 152
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Holy, Holy, Holy

L: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life...
In the night in which he was betrayed . . .
L:
A:
L:
A:
L:
A:
L:
A:

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your spirit . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours . . . One God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
A: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

- Distribution of Bread & Wine DISTRIBUTION
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LAMB OF GOD— ELW Page 154

The risen Christ
invites us to this
table.
Come, eat and be
satisfied.
Please extend your
hands to receive the
sacrament or fold your
hands for a blessing.
All are welcome to feast
at the table

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: #283 O Come, All Ye Faithful
1

O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him
born the king of angels: Refrain

2 The highest, most holy,
light of light eternal,
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the Father
now in flesh appearing! Refrain
3 Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
in the highest: Refrain
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing: Refrain
Refrain
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER
L: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and
blood strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.
A: Amen.

9

L: Let us pray. Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By
the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of
mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
A: Amen.

THANKSGIVING & FAREWELL BLESSING FOR PASTOR JOE NATWICK

- Sending God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
L: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
A: Amen.

SENDING HYMN: #536 God Be with You Till We Meet Again

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace, Christ is near.

As you go looking
for God this week,
find inspiration on
the “Devotions
from the
Badlands”
Facebook page!

A: Thanks be to God.

10
POSTLUDE

“LIVING IN SERVICE TO CHRIST “
•
•
•

Are you a visitor?
Interested in becoming
a member?
Need to talk with a
pastor or update your
information?

to complete a
Contact Card!

Connecting Human Beings in the Holy Spirit
FAREWELL RECEPTION
Sunday—Dec. 19th @ 10:30 am
Today is the last “Farewell reception” for
Pastor Joe and his family. Join us in the
church basement for a fun celebration with
some of Joe’s favorite things! Pastor Joe’s
last worship service will be on Christmas.

PASTOR JOE’S WORDS …
Thank you for submitting your words! We had
several entries and A LOT of words!
Your top answers ~ Energetic, Compassionate,
Funny, Caring and Inspirational!
THANK YOU PASTOR JOE for sharing your
gifts with at St. John and in the Dickinson
community!

SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS
December 19th @ 4:00 pm
The Service of Nine Lessons and Carols was first sung at the Cathedral of Truro, England, and was
later adapted for use in King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, where the service has been sung each
Christmas since 1918. This service of Christian worship recounts the birth of Jesus, the fall of
humanity, and the promise of the Messiah in short Bible readings from Genesis through the prophets
and the Gospels, interspersed with the singing of Christmas carols, hymns and choral music.

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE at PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
December 21st @ 7:00 pm

WARM UP!

Enjoy a warm cup of
coffee & conversation
in the Commons Area!

The name “Longest Night “ comes from the shortest day and the longest night of the year, December 21st. The name also reflects how many feel at this time of the year who wrestle with grief and
loss.
This service of worship allows space to remember, grieve and lay your losses and pain at Christ’s
feet. It is our sincere hope that attending this service will be one more opportunity for you to grieve
and continue the journey toward healing. This service is open to the public.

~ WORSHIP SCHEDULE THIS WEEK ~
Wednesday - No programs \ Worship
Thursday - No Worship
Friday, December 24th (Christmas Eve)
3:00 pm | 5:00 pm | 9:00 pm

(3:00 pm also available on Livestream & KDIX radio)

Saturday, December 25th (Christmas Day)
10:00 am
Sunday, Dec. 26th—8:00 am & 9:30 am

~ THANK YOU TO THE WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY ~
All printed music
licensed through
Evangelical Lutheran
Worship: CCLI License
#1536027

Assisting Ministers: 8:00 am Michael Stevenson
Ushers: 8:00 am Angie Rabbit
Barry Meduna
Acolytes: 8:00 am Kyler Krank
Tech: 8:00 am Richard Benz
Camera:

9:30 am Renee Boomgaarden
9:30 am Curt Glasoe
Adam Healy
9:30 am Paxton Lyson
9:30 am Owen Bittner
9:30 am Grant Bittner

Visit our website at www.stjohnelc.org . We invite you to subscribe to the St. John E-News to receive
weekly information in your email inbox on what is coming up for the current week, and to follow us on
Facebook! (links to E-News & Facebook are available from our website)

