Welcome To Worship

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dickinson, ND

Sunday, December 26, 2021

First Sunday of Christmas

Entering a church for the first time can be confusing and intimidating.
We are so glad you’ve come. Welcome! Here are a few things to
know...
Bathrooms are located out the side doors. A handicap bathroom
(with a changing table) is across from the nursery. An usher can
direct you.
Children are full participants in a life of faith at St. John, welcome to
sing, pray, and take Holy Communion. Worship activity bags are in
the entryway when kids need extra activity. The nursery is open but
not staffed.
Hearing-impaired. If it is difficult to hear any of the service, please
ask an usher for a personal amplifier.
Holy Communion is celebrated at each worship service. The table is
open to all who believe in the redeeming power of Christ’s love. Ask
the server if you need a gluten-free wafer.
To protect and welcome all people - please maintain social
distancing and face coverings are strongly recommended for people
who are not fully vaccinated.
_________________________________________

St. John’s Mission Statement: Living in Service to Christ
Presiding & Preaching: Pastor Lisa Lewton
Organists: Cheryl Hewson

- Gathering -

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE
CENTERING SONG
(Throughout the season of Advent, we lit candles inviting Hope,
Peace, Joy and Love into the world. Ponder one of these words as
you prepare your heart and mind for worship.)

GATHERING SONG: #267 Joy to the World

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Jesus the bright morning star, shines light in our world.
Assembly: By day and night, he shines for all to see.
L: Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty.
A: That the world may see the justice and richness of God.
L: Jesus is the light of the world.
A: Jesus is the light of our lives.
L: Sing to God a new song!
A: A song of hope, peace, joy and love around the world.

HYMN: #269 (V. 1-2) ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY

BROKENNESS AND PROMISES
L: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, (†) one God, who sends the word
with angels, the story with shepherds, and who is made flesh
among all peoples to breathe peace among the earth.
A: Amen.
L: The Christmas story begins with God’s promise that light
outshines the darkness. Whatever darkness you carry, whatever
burden you brought here with you, the darkness is made lighter
when you let them go. Let us pray. God of bright promises,
A: Take our burdens. Have our worries, fears, and anxiety.
There is too much to do. We make careless decisions. We
misuse the earth. We waste time. We distance ourselves
from the people we need. We depend on things money can
buy to feel beautiful or important. We have spoken words
we regret. Lighten our lives with your promise that
nothing we do can undo your love. Amen.
L: The angels proclaimed God’s good news. The shepherds carried it
to Bethlehem. And then the word was out. God has come to live
among us with love that outshines the darkness. Your sins are
forgiven in the name of the one (†) who carries the burdens that
you let go, who was born this Christmas night.
A: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE: #289 Angels We Have Heard on High

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.
L: Let us pray. Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy
name of Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart
the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
A: Amen.
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– Word –
God speaks to us in Scripture, reading, preaching and song.
HYMN: #283 (V. 1-2) O Come, All Ye Faithful
“For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord”
Isaiah 12:2-6
2

Surely God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid,
for the Lord GOD is my strength and my might;
he has become my salvation.
3
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will
say in that day:
Give thanks to the LORD,
call on his name;
make known his deeds among the nations;
proclaim that his name is exalted.
5
Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;
let this be known in all the earth.
6
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

HYMN: #293 That Boy Child of Mary

Isaiah 61:1-3, 11
1

3

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
2
to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
3
to provide for those who mourn in Zion —
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
11
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

HYMN: #282 (V. 1 & 4) It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

John 1:19-23, 29-34
19

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" 20He confessed and
did not deny it, but confessed, "I am not the Messiah." 21And they asked
him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the
prophet?" He answered, "No." 22Then they said to him, "Who are you?
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?" 23He said,
"I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
'Make straight the way of the Lord,'"
as the prophet Isaiah said.
29
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of
whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he
was before me.' 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel." 32And John
testified, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it
remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me
to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit
descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 34And
I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God."

HYMN: #279 (V. 1 & 4) O Little Town of Bethlehem

Micah 5:2-5a
2

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
4
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
5
and he shall be the one of peace.
If the Assyrians come into our land
and tread upon our soil,
we will raise against them seven shepherds
and eight3 installed as rulers.
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HYMN: #265 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

Luke 1:26-35
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and
said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
30
The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of
the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I
am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.
HYMN: #272 (V. 1-2) Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
Today at 9:30 am we celebrate the Baptism of
Keegan Lu Douthit
Daughter of Chris & Shelby Douthit
Sponsors: Shawn & Hanna Senescall

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN #677 This Little Light of Mine vs 1
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine;
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine,
NICENE CREED (8:00 AM)
A: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.)
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Thank You
for sharing a
financial
contribution to
support St.
John’s mission of
Living in Service
to Christ.

SHARING THE PEACE (Response: And also with you.)

- Meal -

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN: #296 (V. 1&3) WHAT CHILD IS THIS
to make an
electronic
contribution!

OFFERING PRAYER
L: Let us pray. God of wonder, as Mary cradled you in her arms and treasured the shepherds’ words, most of the world did not notice. Inspire us
to be the people on the edges of this story, and tell of your wondrous
love in the way that we live, work, and speak. In the name of Christ,
your wondrous love made flesh.
A: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING—ELW Page 152
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Holy, Holy, Holy

L: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life...
In the night in which he was betrayed . . .
L:
A:
L:
A:
L:
A:
L:
A:

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your spirit . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours . . . One God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
A: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

The risen Christ
invites us to this
table.
Come, eat and be
satisfied.
Please extend your
hands to receive the
sacrament or fold
your hands for a
blessing.
All are welcome to
feast at the table
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- Distribution of Bread & Wine DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN: #277 AWAY IN A MANGER
The risen Christ
invites us to this
table.
Come, eat and be
satisfied.
Please extend your
hands to receive the
sacrament or fold your
hands for a blessing.
All are welcome to feast
at the table

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: #281 SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT
POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER
L: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and
blood strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.
A: Amen.
L: Let us pray. We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us,

in these gifts of bread and wine. As we have shared this feast of
love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In
Jesus’ name we pray.

A: Amen.
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- Sending God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
L: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, and
the everlasting peace of Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep
you now and forever.
A: Amen.

SENDING HYMN: #290 (V. 1 & 3) GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior!
A: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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END-OF-YEAR GIVING ….
To ensure your contribution is recorded for the 2021 tax year ....
• Leave it in the offering basket or drop if off at the church office no later than
December 30th! (Church offices are closed Dec. 31st)
• Mail it to the church (Must be postmarked on or before December 31st)
• Make an electronic contribution by midnight on December 31st.
You can also "prepay" your 2022 pledge in the 2021 tax year - make sure you note that on your
contribution (mark the prepay box for electronic giving!)
THANK YOU for the many ways you contribute to the ministries of this congregation!
When you share the gifts that God has entrusted to you, you are growing in your relationship with Him
and ministry continues. It’s with great joy that we can look forward to where God might be leading us in
the present and in the future.

MAKING CONNECTIONS …
Have you disconnected your landline? Do you have a new cell phone number? New e-mail? New
address? Are you a “snowbird”? Update your information with us! We make connections in many
ways, but not if we have incorrect information! Compete a CONTACT CARD by using your phone to
scan the code to the left, or visit the website and update your information today!
to complete a
Contact Card!
A BASIC “HOW-TO” :
• Open the camera on
your phone
• Capture the QR code
• Touch the yellow
button that appears—
this will link you to the
Contact Card.
• Open the PDF file
• Complete the card!

WHAT’S COMING IN JANUARY? It’s a NEW DAY ….. & a NEW YEAR!

•

WINTER FESTVAL—January 5th @ 5:00—7:00 pm
A cross-generational ministry event for the entire family!

•

MILESTONE MINISTRY— 1 hour classes (5:30—6:00 pm | 6:30—7:00 pm)
Jan. 12th—1st grade talk about the importance of rules and the Ten Commandments!
Jan. 19th—4th grade talk about Loving Thy Virtual Neighbor …. words matter!

•

ANNUAL MEETING—January 30th @ 10:30 am (church basement)
Where is the Holy Spirit leading us? Let’s talk and dream about what is ahead of us in 2022!
A “Pre-Annual Meeting” will be held on Jan. 23rd @ 10:45 am for those who wish to have
an “in-depth” discussion or have specific questions they wish to address.

~ THANK YOU TO THE WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY ~
All printed music
licensed through
Evangelical Lutheran
Worship: CCLI License
#1536027

Assisting Ministers: 8:00 am Dream O’Brien
Ushers: 8:00 am Bruce Jessen
Richard Benz
Tech: 8:00 am Aaron O’Brien
Camera:

9:30 am Dave Gabbert
9:30 am Guy Fridley
JD Thatcher
9:30 am Marcus Lewton
9:30 am Sam Lewton

Visit our website at www.stjohnelc.org . We invite you to subscribe to the St. John E-News to receive
weekly information in your email inbox on what is coming up for the current week, and to follow us on
Facebook! (links to E-News & Facebook are available from our website)

