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Hello and Happy Fall! Welcome to our 3rd quarter newsletter.
In this edition, you can enjoy reading about the Senior High
mystery mission trip, St. John Day Camp, and the Out of the
Darkness Walk. The Trust Fund was able to support all these
great causes because of your generous donations. We will be
hosting our annual “Friends of the Fund Thank You Event” on
November 7th at 10:45am. We will be serving rolls and coffee,
and there will be a short presentation to show our appreciation.
If you or someone you know would like to be included on the
email listing for the Trust Fund newsletter please email me at
thanson@stjohnelc.org. You can also find a copy of this
newsletter on our website www.stjohnelc.org.
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WAYS TO GIVE

COMMUNITY BRIDGING
DONOR SPOT LIGHT

By Mail: 146 6th Ave W
Dickinson, ND 58601
Online: www.stjohnelc.org
Click on give/pledge online
Donations of stock or
Estate planning gifts:
Call St John Trust Fund
Director Tina Hanson at
701-225-6747
DIFFERENT FUNDS
General Fund: Supports a
variety of ministries at St.
John and beyond our front
door to extend God’s love to all
people both locally & globally.
All gifts to the Trust Fund go
into the General Fund unless
otherwise designated.
Congregation Ministries
Fund-Allows St. John to carry
out its mission and ministry
beyond the church’s operating
budget.

Clarence Hanssen, 92, has been a member of St. John Lutheran
Church for longer than most anyone you’ll meet. Although Clarence
is the only surviving sibling, he and his six brothers and sisters were
all baptized and confirmed at the church many years ago. For this
reason, he wanted to do something that would honor his family well
into the future. Mr. Hanssen initially reached out to the Church
after selling some real estate he’d held for many years, wanting to
know what options he had for giving. With the help of the trust
fund, Clarence decided that he would contribute the proceeds from
that sale to the St. John Community Bridging Endowment Fund in
memory of his parents John & Amelia Hanssen and his siblings
Peter, Kay, Clara, Fred, Henry, & Luis. This gift enables the Trust
Fund to generate annual proceeds for organizations in the
community most in need each year.
Since the community Bridging endowment Fund (CBEF) is a new
fund of the Trust Fund, Clarence’s generous gift will help establish
this Endowment and allow the Trust Fund to begin awarding grants
to Community Organizations. Donating to the CBEF is also a great
way to take advantage of the ND tax credit incentive. If you would
like more information on the Community Bridging Endowment
fund or if you are interested in making a contribution please
contact Tina Hanson, Trust Fund Director.

Facilities Fund– Provides
for extraordinary expenses for
the maintenance, repair, alteration, and replacement of the
real and personal property
owned by the congregation.
ND Tax Credit
Endowment– Allows
donors to contribute to the
Trust Fund and also receive
the benefit of North Dakota’s
40% state tax credit incentive.
Community Bridging
Endowment–Provides
additional resources to St.
John to serve the local
community, helping to meet
challenges facing this regional
area. Contributions to this
fund are eligible to receive the
North Dakota’s 40% state tax
credit incentive.

TRUST FUND LEGACY SOCIETY
Become a Trust Fund Legacy Society member by providing
future support to the St. John Trust Fund through estate plans
or deferred gifts.
•

Gifts of Property (Real Estate, stocks, bonds)

•

Retirement Plan or Life Insurance Beneficiary Designation

•

Charitable Gift Annuities or Charitable Remainder Trusts

•

Oil, Gas, and Mineral Interests

•

Bequests

OUT OF THE DARKNESS WALK 2021
TRUST FUND GRANT
RECIPIENTS 2021

•

St. John Quilters

•

St. Luke’s Home

•

Worship Musicians

•

St. John Day Camp

•

Badlands Ministries

•

Leadership for Faithful
Innovation

•

Hospice

•

Sr High Mission Trip

•

Imagination Library

•

Best Friends Mentoring

•

House of Mana

•

AMEN Food Pantry

•

Heart River Bridges of
Hope

•

DSU Bridging
Scholarships

•

Music Scholarships

•

Bible Camp
Scholarships

•

Council Retreat

•

College Care Packages

•

St. John Parsonage

•

Scholarships

•

Youth Retreats

•

DHS After Prom Party

•

USpireND

•

Great Plains Food Bank

•

Out of the Darkness
Walk

•

Dickinson Police
Department

Thank you to St John Trust Committee for your generosity and
sponsorship of the Out of the Darkness Walk in Dickinson on September
18, 2021. The walk was well attended this year with over 244 registered
walkers and $30,229 raised so far. The mission of this walk is to bring
hope to those who are struggling, provide support for those who have lost
someone to suicide, and bring awareness to help prevent suicides. Every
dollar raised through the Out of the Darkness Walks allows the American
Foundation for Suicide Prevention (AFSP) to invest in life saving
research, education, advocacy, and support for those impacted by suicide.
Mental health and suicide prevention are more important than ever, and
with your help we are able reach more people who may be struggling. The
$1,000 grant that was awarded allowed St John Lutheran Church to be a
top sponsor of the walk. Your generosity will help our community to have
increased prevention education and allowed people to come together to
honor their loved ones.
I reached out to the trust for this grant to honor those we have lost,
especially my brother, Cordell Strommen. Losing someone to suicide or
struggling with mental health can feel like no one understands what you
are going through. The Out of the Darkness Experience is a journey of
remembrance, hope, and support. It unites our communities and provides
an opportunity to acknowledge the ways in which suicide and mental
health have affected our lives and the lives of those we are care about.
When we lost Cordell, Pastor Lisa was such a great support to me and my
family. Pastor Joe volunteered to speak for the opening ceremonies at the
walk this year and his words that morning touched the hearts of so many.
Being a part of this congregation and having the support, not only in
times of joy but also in times of sorrow,
is so appreciated.
I, along with my family and the Out of
the Darkness Walk Committee, thank
you whole heartedly for being a part of
the journey to bring hope to our
community in the prevention of suicide
loss.
Dana Glasser

MEMORIAL & HONOR GIFTS
GIFTS GIVEN IN
MEMORY OF…
Donn Greenwood
given by Marilyn
Wheeler
John & Amelia
Hanssen given by
Clarence Hanssen
Fred Hanssen given
by Clarence Hanssen
Henry Hanssen given
by Clarence Hanssen

Your gifts in memory of, or in honor of loved ones offer you a way to
share feelings of gratitude, honor, and express sympathy while
supporting the ministries of St. John Lutheran Church Trust Fund.
Prompt and appropriate acknowledgements are sent to the honoree
or bereaved family indicating that they are remembered in a
significant way. Gift amounts are not revealed. If you would like to
make a memorial or honor gift, you can submit it online at
www.stjohnelc.org under the “give” button or by mail to
146 6th Ave West, Dickinson, ND 58601.

SENIOR HIGH MISSION TRIP 2021
Every year the Trust Fund supports the senior high mission trip
for St. John Youth. This year St. John sent 24 youth to Colorado.
You can read about Lucas Shilman’s experience below.

Kay Hanssen given by
Clarence Hanssen
Luis Hanssen given
by Clarence Hanssen
Peter Hanssen given
by Clarence Hanssen
Clara Jepson given by
Clarence Hanssen
Auriel Luedtke given
by Marilyn Wheeler
Gerry Schilla given by
Milo & Arlys Dullum;
Will Henning; Mike
Parke; David & Ruby
Perhus; Bruce & Lucille
Pier
Lawrence Schilla given by Will Henning

I have waited many years to go on a Mission Trip with the St. John Youth Group.
I was very excited when this year’s trip was given a green light after the cancellation of the previous year’s trip. I was ready for a new experience that I had heard
many good and exciting things about from family and friends that have been on
past trips.
The morning we left, I paid close attention to which direction we were going and
how much time had passed in attempt to guess where we were headed. When we
arrived, I was eager to explore the location chosen for the 2021 Mission Trip and
I couldn’t wait to get to work. Our work site was at Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp in
Colorado. We were tasked with building new trails through an area near the
camp’s main site that had been burned in the fires from 2020. When we started
working, there was no trail, just a meadow field, but after only 2 days of work we
nearly completed the trail. After eating dinner on our last workday, we rushed
over to our newly built trail to meet Bob, the advisor of our project. Some of the
members on our trip thought it would be a great idea to surprise Bob with a
bench halfway along our new path that was dedicated to him. Our last day
included a day of white-water rafting and an emotional late-night worship. The
next morning, we packed up and got on our bus with a long drive ahead of us.
Despite many cold nights and a rainy day, every moment of the 2021 Mystery
Mission Trip created an unforgettable experience for me. I am grateful that I was
able to go on this trip. I would like to thank the members of St. John and the St.
John Trust Fund who supported our youth group in many ways to allow us to go
on this amazing trip.
Lucas Shilman

ST. JOHN DAY CAMP
HOW TO APPLY FOR
A GRANT
The St. John Lutheran
Church Trust Fund
provides funds to
ministries, projects, and
organizations where the
work being done is
consistent with St. John’s
mission.

Every summer the Trust Fund covers the cost for kids to attend Day
Camp at St. John. This is only possible because of your generous
donations to the Trust Fund. This summer, St. John hosted 65 day
campers and with the help of Badlands Ministries was able to offer a
great experience for youth. You can read below how Sadie & Sylvia
Rabbitt enjoyed day camp.

“Living in Service
to Christ”
If you would like to apply
for a grant, please
complete the Grant
Request Form by visiting
www.stjohnelc.org/give/
trust-fund.
There is a nine member
committee that meets
quarterly to review grant
requests.
If you need assistance
please contact
Tina Hanson Trust

Fund Director at
701-225-6747.

SADIE RABBITT
The summer day camp was very
fun. I really enjoyed all of the
crafts we made and the games we
played. I loved learning more
about God and building a better
relationship with him. Learning
about God in a fun way, was a
great way to strengthen my relationship with him. I learned some
new songs and a couple verses.
The counselors were excited to
teach us and have su there, and we
were excited to be there and ready
to learn.
My favorite part of the day camp
was splash day because we got to
have fun in the water and when we
were done we go to learn more
about God. I loved being with my
friends and just having a good
time. I enjoyed singing the songs
and the bible studies. One of my
favorite games that we played was
frogger. My favorite craft that we
made was the cross wind chime.
I was really sad on the last day of
camp because we wouldn't get to
go back the next day and this is my
last year of doing it.

SYLVIA RABBITT
The summer day camp was a fun
experience. I got to learn about
God and the Bible and make new
friends. My favorite part about day
camp was in class when we did the
Bible verses. I think I had the best
leader, Molly. She was so nice,
when we finished doing the verses
we got to play foosball.
Splash day was my favorite day out
of all of them, we go to play outside
with water in the warm weather.
The day camp was so fun.

