
Congregation Council Minutes 

August 17, 2021 

Council Members Present: Pastor Lisa Lewton, Pastor Joe Natwick, Seth Poland, Jared Bookhardt, 
Richard Benz, Jean Herauf, Audrey McMacken, Mary Anne Marsh, Mike Parke. Trust Fund Member 
Present: Kim Anderson 

Council Members Absent: Claire Schlabsz, Matthew Nicklos, Julie Kuntz, Alissa Karsky 

 

Meeting Called to Order: 6:59 pm 

Devotions: Dinner Banquet Conversation – How do welcome people to worship and do people feel 
connected to one another? 

Administrative Reports: Motion to approve consent agenda made by Mary Anne Marsh, seconded by 
Michelle Barnhart.  

Financial Report: Mike Parke presented the financial report. In July, year-to-date giving surpassed 
expenses by $1,282. 

Unfinished business:  

1. Pastor Lisa shared some observations regarding the spectrum of where people are reacting to 
the pandemic. A decision was made for the Executive Committee to continue to monitor the 
congregation’s safety with the pastors as needed. Wednesday evening meals will follow the 
current policy to adhere to the Dickinson Public Schools (DPS) policy regarding pandemic 
protocol. As long as there is no mask mandate in DPS, Wednesday meals will be offered in the 
church basement. 

2. A capital campaign was discussed to include: (1) repairing the stain-glassed windows in the 
sanctuary, (2) a new baby grand piano and necessary renovations to the choir loft to 
accommodate the piano, and (3) the remaining balance of the new parsonage mortgage due 
Jan. 1, 2023. The decision was made to revisit this item at the Sept. meeting. 

New Business: There will be no worship service on Thurs., Dec. 23 to avoid four consecutive days of 
worship, with Christmas Eve and Christmas Day falling on a Friday and Saturday. 

Trust Fund Report: Kim Anderson shared that the Trust Fund Committee had conversation about 
funding a Worship and Music Director position if the Council would choose to add that position back to 
the budget. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:22 pm with the Lord’s Prayer. 


