
 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 
In a few days we will celebrate the Day of Pentecost from our homes. Pentecost (literally “fiftieth”, as in 50 days after  
Easter) recalls the first moment followers of Jesus from around the world gathered in one place. (Acts 2:1-21) With no  
concerns about physical distancing, the crowd worshiped and rejoiced side by side as the Holy Spirit filled the room. 
 
Your Congregation Council met on May 19th to discern how to return to worship side by side, in one place. It was the  
longest Council meeting we have experienced in a very long time, demanding much wisdom and discussion from each of 
them. I am grateful for their faithful wrestling in order to keep safe both the people who gather in your building and our 
neighbors in the community. While there are concerns about gathering in one place, we plan to worship in the  
building beginning the weekend of Thursday, June 4 at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, June 7 at 8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 
Online worship is here to stay. You always have the option to worship online or over the radio. Only you are responsible 
for the decision of whether to worship in the building. The Council strongly encourages you to worship on the radio or 
online if: 
• You are feeling at all sick. Or, if you or someone in your home has been sick, please wait two weeks before you come 

to the building. 
• If you are 60 years old or older, or immunocompromised, or if you have an underlying health issue.  

 
I know many of you are so excited to worship in your church building! It is never a surprise on a wintery Sunday with icy 
roads or blizzard conditions when many of you are still determined to get to your church! You know who you are. ♥  
Please be aware that the decision you make whether to worship in the building affects not only your health, but the health 
of the people who are vulnerable and will choose to worship in the building. 
 
If you do plan to worship in the building soon, I need you to know it will feel very different from the last time we worshipped 
together in the building. I encourage you to prayerfully consider how it might feel to return. Here are some of the Council’s 
precautions, to help you prepare for this unique and careful return to gathering in one place: 
 

• There is safe space for 50-60 people to gather at each worship service. Council members will help usher you into the 
pews in order to safely space you. Every third pew will be open, beware “your pew” might sadly be closed! 

• Masks are encouraged, but not required. You might think of the mask you wear as a sign of sharing Christ’s peace 
among you, or as a loving gesture to keep your neighbor well. 

• As recommended by the CDC, out of care and concern for one another, please keep a six-foot distance.  

• There will be an offering basket at the entrance for your gifts in place of the offering plates. You may also choose to 
give online at www.stjohnelc.org by clicking the GIVE button. 

• The CDC has a study on congregational singing at https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6919e6.htm. Due to 
the dangers of spreading particles particularly through singing, we will be cautious about how we invite you to sing. 
You may be invited to hum or listen to special music more often than sing. 

• Holy Communion will be served by way of bread only. There will be no wine or wine glasses in order to avoid any risks 
around disinfecting them. 

• Your pastors might seem antisocial before and after worship. Following the recommendation of the ELCA, Pastor Joe 
and I will not greet you in person. 

• Restrooms are open.  

• Brace yourself for this: coffee pots and the water dispenser will not be available.  

 
In addition to these precautions related to worship, the Council made decisions about groups that use the building.  
Funerals will for now be held at the funeral homes because they are handling cleaning and distancing well. All groups who 
meet at church such as Quilters, Boy Scouts, and the Prairie Rose Choir have been asked to meet elsewhere for now to 
reduce how much space in the church needs to be sanitized. Your custodial staff continues to do a diligent job keeping the 
building safe for you. 
 
The Council meets next on June 16th to evaluate our careful return and make changes as needed. They appointed a 
Health Team including a medical professional, social worker and two Council members to visit with me weekly about the 
number of coronavirus cases in the community. If there is a sudden, drastic spike in cases in Stark County, this team may 
recommend to the Council that we return to worshipping online only to reduce the risk for Dickinson. 
 
I wonder what you are feeling at the end of such a long letter from me. These weeks have been filled with a variety of  
emotions in our community. What I hope you hear is how hard your leadership is working to make this return is as safe as 
possible. I hope you also hear worshiping in the building will not look like it did in early March for quite some time, with all 
of us side by side in one place. 
 
After worshipers gathered on the Day of Pentecost, they followed the Holy Spirit to scatter the hope and mercy of Jesus in 
every corner of the world including their own homes and neighborhood. Many of you have reached out to ask how you can 
help your neighbor. As you pray through that question, the AMEN Food Pantry asked for hygiene items more than food. It 
surprises me the number of clients they see each week has not gone up, but down. Please do not hesitate to contact the 
church or email me directly (lewton@stjohnelc.org) for a voucher if you have met financial challenges and a box of food 
could help.  
 
Stephen Ministers are available to walk with you if you need to process what these weeks have been like for you.  
Please do not feel overwhelmed alone. The church exists because the light of Jesus Christ is enough to shatter the 
darkness, but we often need to be reminded by someone kind enough to listen to our pain and fear. 
 

Lisa Lewton, Senior Pastor 
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