
 

 “Living in Service to Christ” ...   

        St. John is a caring and welcoming community whose life is grounded in  
                      God’s amazing grace and through inspiring worship.   
We foster deep relationships that bring a spirit of encouragement and healing to all.  

 Welcome to  

 St. John 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

We believe that faith is best nurtured and grown in the home, and we encourage a culture of   
     generosity so that we can advance the mission of the church both locally and globally.    



St. John is a community of faith 
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church has been growing in the heart of  
Dickinson since 1903. Young and old, lifelong Lutherans, people who grew 
up in other faith traditions, and people who are new to the faith are a vital 
part of this community of faith. St. John is a place where you are invited to 
come to be nurtured by community and grow deeper in faith in Jesus Christ. 
All are welcome to worship and wonder and be fed by the story of God’s 
love for the world. 

St. John is a member congregation of the  
            Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is one of the largest 
Christian denominations in the United States, with about 4 million members 
in nearly 10,000 congregations across the United States, Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. Learn more about the ELCA at www.elca.org 

"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.  
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not let them be afraid."    ~ John 14:27 

About St. John 
As Christians who are Lutheran,  

we believe Jesus Christ is our Savior and Lord who has freed us from sin, 
death, and fear of every kind. Christ has given us the promise of peace amid 
all things in this life. In the first century, Christ died and broke out of his own 
grave so that we might trust in an eternal gift of peace, given out of God's 
unrelenting love for the world God created. We confess God as three per-
sons: Father the creator, Son the forgiver, and Holy Spirit the sustainer. 
 
We confess our faith in the Holy Scriptures, Apostles' Creed, Athanasian 
Creed, and Nicene Creed, as well as the teachings of Martin Luther and  
others in the Book of Concord. Weekly, we gather to worship as one  
community of faith because we need to worship and because God needs us 
to worship. We walk with others in this journey of faith, reminding each other 
worship is, in some ways, a dress rehearsal for an everyday life of faith, 
practicing a love for our neighbor by sharing God's abundant gifts of time, 
talent, and treasure. 

http://www.elca.org


Worship services are held 
      
     Wednesdays @ 6:30 pm—”Camp-style” Worship 
            (Throughout the school year) 
 

     Thursdays @ 7:00 p.m.  
 

     Sundays @ 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  
          (The second Sunday service is held at 9:30 a.m.  
           from Memorial Day through Labor Day.) 

Everyone is welcome at Worship 
Open and Welcoming Hospitality is one of the congregations core 
values. All ages are always welcome at St. John. 
 
There is a rocker and comfortable seating in the Narthex if you 
need to leave with your infant / child but wish to still be “engaged” 
in worship. There is also a nursery with an audio feed of worship 
that is usually staffed at the 10:30 a.m. worship service during the 
school year. 
 
There are worship bags with fun stuff to do for young children. 
These bags are available near the sanctuary entrances. 
 
If you are someone who has trouble hearing what is being said 
during worship, there are assisted-listening devices available for 
you to use! Please ask an Usher for assistance. 

Music is a passion at St. John 
 
Worship is supported by gifted organists and choir directors. 
 
A Senior Choir and a Handbell Choir proclaim the good news in 
song.  Anyone interested in music is encouraged to  participate in 
the musical groups at St. John, or to share their gifts by providing 
“special music” during worship.  
 

Holy Communion is offered at each Worship service.   

 

We believe the bread and the wine give us a real taste of God’s grace, recalling the death of Christ 
that grants forgiveness of sins. All who believe in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ are welcome at 
the Lord’s Table for Holy Communion.  
 
The decision about when a child should commune is made by a parent or guardian. We encourage 
families to visit with a pastor to learn about Holy Communion before communing for the first time. 

Do you have trouble hearing what is being 

A time to Worship ... 



 

Summertime …. 
 
St. John hosts a Day Camp every summer, led by 
Badlands Ministries. The crazy, fun, and loud week at 
St. John typically happens the first week of August. 
 
We invite all children between the ages of 4  
(by Aug. 1st) through 6th grade (completed) to  
attend. You do not need to be a member of St. John  
to join in the fun.   

Church School is held for children from age 3 through the 6
th

 grade during the school year.  

Lessons are based on a monthly them, and  broken up into weeks. Classes are engaging and focus 
on this monthly theme.  
 
 Gather— Everyone gathers together to discuss the  lesson for the day and answer  
   questions to get everyone engaged 
 Explore— During this “phase”, students are involved with a game, activity or craft that  
   reinforces the Bible story for the week. 
 Connect— Students come together and talk about what they learned, making a connection 
   between the Bible story and activity. Everyone prays together, then continues 
   their lesson in worship with their family. 
 
 5:15—6:30 pm Supper and fellowship time! (“family & friend” time) 
 6:00—6:30 pm Church School    (age 3 through 6th grade) 
 6:30—7:00 pm Camp-style Worship   (families come together for worship) 
 7:00—8:00 pm Confirmation     (7th & 8th grade) 

Children’s Ministry 
The Little Blessings Nursery is available for parents and children anytime. The nursery is 

staffed for the 10:30 am service on Sunday mornings throughout the school year.  If you are utilizing 
the nursery when it is not staffed, a parent or guardian must accompany their child 
 



Youth Ministry 
Junior High students are very active with the Confirmation program.  There are several  

aspects to the program that bring students, pastors, mentors and parents together—building a  
sturdy framework for the students to build on. 
 
•  Instructional classes which are taught by pastors, concentrate on the Bible,  
 Commandments, Apostles’ Creed and Lord’s Prayer.  Parents attend a portion of these  
 classes along with their child.   
•  Mentor groups are formed which consist of 5-6 students and a St. John member.  These 

 small groups encourage open faith discussions, and allow all students to be involved in  
 community projects.   
•  Faith Experiences round-out the program by putting their hands and feet to work for Jesus! 
 
Worship and being active in the church is important aspect of growing in your faith. Students are 
expected to worship regularly with an adult.  We believe when a student worships with an adult 
who is significant in his or her life, faith becomes more meaningful and more relevant.  Students also 
become active within the church walls by serving, ushering, baking communion bread, etc. to 
learn more about the church, become more comfortable with their surroundings and with people they 
meet along their faith journey. 

Senior High Youth  meet on Sunday evenings in the Youth Room located in the basement. 

It is a fun, informal discussion group with food and mixers. Students build on what they have 
learned through Church School and Confirmation, and connect it with their daily lives. This group 
is led by a Pastor or the Faith Formation Director, with discussions revolving around current topics 
that teenagers are concerned about, and looking for Jesus in these moments. 
 
Some students also remain very active within the church by continuing with volunteer  
opportunities, such as assisting with Church School, ushering, running the projector for worship, 
singing in the choir, etc.   
 
During the summer, the Senior High students go on a mission trip to spread the word of God and 
help others in need. Destinations have included Montana, Washington, Alabama, Massachusetts, 
South Dakota, Oregon, Michigan, Puerto Rico and Belize. The participants may not always know 
where they are going when they leave Dickinson, but they always come back with wonderful    
stories of how they touched the lives of many people and grew deeper in their own faith. 
 
In the fall, the youth can attend LYO (Lutheran Youth Organization). The WND Lutheran Youth 
Organization includes each and every high school student in congregations across our  
synod.  Each fall, hundreds of young people from our congregations come together for the  
annual LYO Gathering, 3 days focused on growing and sharing our faith, serving the world in 
Christ’s name, engaging in dynamic worship, and building relationships. 



Any age ~ First Communion  If your child is asking about and wants to participate in this meal, they are likely ready!  
     God says ALL are welcome at his table, and this definitely includes our children.   
 

2 years old ~ Prayer: Talking to God  It is important for them to know that God is with us always, and we can talk to Him  
     ANYTIME, not just at mealtime and  bedtime.  
 

3 years old ~ Entry into Church School   This orientation event helps children transition into Church School so they know what 
     happens and where to go before that “big day” happens. 
 

4 & 5 years old ~ Welcome to Worship All children should feel welcome, and this class gives children the opportunity to explore 
     the sanctuary and learn about how all God’s children are a vital and welcomed part of 
     worship! 
 

Kindergarten ~ Lord’s Prayer    Teaching young children the Lord’s Prayer and what it means is a great place to engage 
     them into worship. Children feel more comfortable and welcome as they participate and 
     hear familiar words during worship service. 
 

1st Grade—10 Commandments  Learning about the basic rules that we all live by …  What do they mean? Why are they 
     important? What happens when rules are not followed?  
 

2nd Grade ~ Kids and Money    Learning good money-handling habits is essential for all ages!  How and why do we 
     spend our money,  save it, and share it with others?  
 

3rd Grade ~ Bible Adventure     Participants are presented with a Study Bible. Students are encouraged to mark up their 
     Study Bible and have family members note their favorite bible verses and write words 
     of encouragement. Families discuss how to use their Bibles at home—together. 
 

4th Grade ~ Apostles’ Creed     The Apostles’ Creed is one way, as Christians, to say what we believe. This class walks 
     through  the Apostles’ Creed, why we have it and what it means to us. 
 

5th Grade ~ My Body, God’s Gift    Sexuality is God’s good gift to humankind.  As children mature physically, this is a time 
     to partner home and congregation to make sure the children we love have good  
     information, clear and consistent values, and support to be moral. 
 

6th Grade ~ Imago Dei – “Image of God”  Each of us is wonderfully made in God’s image. This class reminds us of our importance 
     in the world and gives you  tools to communicate as a family through the teen years.  
 
7th Grade ~ Worship Leadership  Confirmands in the 7th grade and parents learn about worship in a deeper way as  
     students begin their confirmation experience. This class discusses the “why’s” of worship  
     and dives deeper into the various parts of serving during worship. 
 

9th Grade ~ Affirmation of Baptism   Confirmation students affirm their Baptism and are recognized at this service.  
     Faith statements are read and the “laying of hands” by parents and mentors signify the 
     support for continued growth of each student through their faith journey. 

 

12 Grade ~ Senior Recognition & Dinner   Celebrating the graduation of the senior class!  Students are recognized during worship 
     as the Quilting group present  handmade quilts to “wrap our students in the love of  
     St. John” as they venture into the next phase of their life, and the Trust Fund present
     students with a Bible.  A special Senior Dinner also takes place for the student and  
     their families. 
 
 

 

Milestone Ministry is an intentional ministry that connects households to each other and to the  
congregation, as we recognize and learn about God’s presence throughout the different stages of a 
life. Each Milestone reflects our desire to fulfill the promises we, as a congregation and family, made 
to our children at their baptism:   

 
Each Milestone includes one or two classes for the child to attend with one or two significant adults, 
such as a parent, grandparent, or godparent—a time to gather, share, and practice your faith.   
Classes are scheduled to take place on Wednesday evenings. Each Milestone includes a blessing 
and recognition during worship. 

Celebrating Milestones 



Celebrating Generations 
 
St. John is a community that enjoys having people of all ages come together, sharing experiences 
and stories. Throughout the year, special events are held that celebrate or serve a specific purpose. 
There are also other activities that happen where you will see people of every age participating  
together—fellowship meals, fun activities after worship, working for the backpack program or making 
lefse to name a few!   
 
 
Baptism Remembrance Sunday 
Everyone is invited to think about what God may be calling us to do as we live out our baptisms and 
practice our faith. Special recognition is given to those who were baptized during  the previous year. 
 
Agape Night 
In the Bible the word "love" could actually be one of a few different Greek words: eros which is a  
romantic love: philos is the love of friends: and then there's agape, the love of Christ. Agape is a  
different kind of love that Christ shows us. It is an unconditional and selfless love. On Agape Night, 
we celebrate and practice this kind of love.  
 
Earth Day 
St. John offers different programs each year to celebrate God’s creation. Whether it is teaming up 
with DSU, a city-wide program, or working in our own small groups, it is a fun event while we take 
care of what God has given us. 
 
Grandparents Night  
This is an evening when students invite grandparents,  
great-grandparents or other significant adults that are a part of 
their lives to celebrate with them as they grow in their faith. 
 
Blessing of the Backpacks 
A blessing for our students as they begin a new school year, 
and adults as they begin a new job. These days mark the be-
ginning of a new chapter as we travel on our life path. 
 
God’s Work. Our Hands. 
This is a great opportunity for everyone to “put their hands and 
feet to work” for Jesus! A morning of stewardship activities 
throughout the community are completed by the congregation, 
as we cancel our 10:30 am worship to serve others. 
 
Fall Festival 
Families are invited to come together and give thanks. Enjoy 
the smells, tastes and fun that fall brings us! This is a fun 
evening with supper, crafts and games for people of all ages 
to enjoy. 
 



Inreach Opportunities 
There are many opportunities within the doors of St. John to be an active participant in various  
ministries, as well as worship and everyday activities.   

Worship 
If you are musically inclined,  consider joining the choir, playing the organ , piano or even the  
handbells! Using your singing abilities to cantor or your speaking skills to read the scripture lessons 
is a great way to be involved. If you are comfortable with computers, consider being a Projector 
Tech who leads us through worship by projecting the words and videos on the screen. 
 

 

Are you a “support” person? 
Maybe you are a “support” person, or someone who likes to 
help in the background.  Office Volunteers, Quilting, Service 
Committee, baking Communion bread, counting the offering 
or caring for our sanctuary (Altar Guild) are always welcoming 
new people to help. 
 

 
Are you a “people person”? 
Perhaps you like to meet new people, or enjoy being around 
the youngest members? You might consider ushering to  
welcome people on Sunday morning, or visiting with the  
hospitalized or homebound. Being a mentor to Jr. High  
students or leading the Church School children as they begin 
their faith journey are great ways to be involved with the youth. 
 

 
 

Are you a person who enjoys “leading”? 
If you are told that you always have great ideas, consider  
being part of the Leadership of St. John. Whether it is on a 
committee, vision group or St. John Council … new ideas that 
lead the congregation and nurture its growth are a gift! 
 

 
 

 
Not sure where to start? 
No problem!  We would love to talk about all of the different 
ways you can be involved at St. John and help you meet some 
new friends that have interests similar to yours. 



Outreach Opportunities 
There are also many opportunities outside of our walls to share your gifts as well!  
Whether it’s a program for the community of Dickinson, or a program that assists others around the 
world, reaching out with friends at St. John is always a positive and rewarding experience. 
 
 

Some of the activities you may be interested in ~ 
 

 
AMEN Food Pantry  Bring food donations for the local food pantry. 
 
Badlands Ministries  Assist at the bible camp by working at a “Camp Work Day” to 
     clean and maintain the grounds, counsel or cook during summer 
     camp, or help at a retreat. 
 
Dickinson Backpack program Each week, people come together to pack items for children’s 
     backpacks and deliver them to area schools to provide  
     nourishment over the weekends school breaks. 
 
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” On this Sunday in the fall, we replace a worship service with  
     community service projects. It is a great day as groups are  
     blessed and leave St. John to make our community a better place.  
     Activities vary each year.  
 
Lutheran World Relief  Health kits and school kits are assembled during the year, the  
     St. John Quilters meet weekly to make quilts, and donations are 
     taken to provide assistance to those around the globe. 
 
St. John Angel Tree  Purchase a gift at Christmas time for families in need. 
 
Visitation Team   Members of St. John visit those who are homebound or  
     hospitalized as a “bridge” to the church. Friendly conversation and 
     a listening ear are all that is required. 
 
Senior & Handbell Choirs If you are musical, then this is your niche!  Share your voice in the 
     Senior Choir on Sunday mornings, or ring the bells joyfully each 
     month with the Handbell Choir! 
 
 

Don’t by shy!  Think to yourself …. What do I enjoy doing? What am I good at? 



Adult Education 
There are a variety of ways to learn and grow in your faith life. Being a part of a larger group can be 
an enlightening and interesting experience as we share ideas and beliefs with one another.  
 

Bible Study groups 
Men’s and Women’s Bible studies that meet regularly. Contact the church office if you are interested 
in learning more about these groups.  
 

Financial Peace University 
Being responsible with the gifts that God has entrusted to us includes how we handle our money 
and resources. This financial class teaches subjects such as budgeting, paying of debt, saving and 
planning for retirement utilizing scripture. Have a solid financial plan by attending this nine-week 
class, offered at various times throughout the year. 
 

Learning in Service to Christ 
This is an informal class that is held in the Fellowship Room on Sunday mornings at 9:15 & 6:00 pm 
on Wednesdays during the school year.  This class is led by a Pastor and has a wide array of topics 
including Bible study, community events and topics, and guest speakers that revolve around  
programs that align with St. John’s mission. This group also serves as a springboard for new ideas 
and addresses concerns within the church.  It is an open discussion group with coffee and  
occasional refreshments.  It is a great place to meet new friends! 
 

Lenten Study  
Each year during Lent, a special class is held to dive deeper into the Lutheran faith.  Whether you 
are “new” Lutheran or a “well-seasoned” one, this class is a fun and insightful look into our faith.  
 

Stephen Ministry 
Stephen Ministry equips lay people to provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care to individuals 
in our congregation and community who are experiencing difficulties in their lives. St. John is 
blessed with an active Stephen Ministry. Stephen Ministers undergo lengthy training before they  
provide care to others. Those who are interested in Stephen Ministry need to begin their journey by 
contacting a pastor.  
 

Theology on Tap 
It’s no secret Martin Luther enjoyed a pint or two with his friends. As he ate and drank with his 
friends in Wittenberg, Luther had many conversations about God, life, the Bible and faith. “Theology 
on Tap” is inspired by the founders of our faith …. An informal group that meets monthly to have 
conversations on various topics such as “God in Sports” and “Decoding Denominations”. Various 
venues are utilized in Dickinson, and it is not exclusive to Lutherans. Everyone is welcome! 
 

Our Journey of Hope 
Over 1.5 million Americans are diagnosed with cancer every year (American Cancer Society).  Do 
you know someone who is battling cancer? Is you heart moved with compassion and a desire to 
help these people?  This program brings practical support and hope to every person on our congre-
gation and community affected by this illness.  Cancer caregivers undergo lengthy training before 
they provide care to others. Those interested in being a Cancer Care Minister need to begin their 
journey by contacting a pastor. 



St. John Trust Fund 
The Trust Fund at St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church was established in 1984 with a generous 
bequest from longtime member Louise Anderson.  The Trust Fund is designed to preserve the  
principal (your gifts), with a portion of the earnings used to fulfill our mission (giving aid to those in 
need).  Since 1985, under the guidance of the Trust Fund Committee, the Trust Fund has donated 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to the needs of the church, our local community, and missions 
throughout the United States and the world. 

Joyful Giving 
St. John—General fund 
Every gift of every size makes an impact! St. John gives generously to our neighbors nearby and 
around the world. “Regular” or “General” contributions to St. John are divided as follows: 
 
     ∙  87% of your offering makes ministry happen at St. John, supporting staff and programs that  
        serve the mission of the congregation, 
     ∙  10% of your offering is given to the Western ND Synod, 
     ∙  1.5% of your offering supports the work of St. Luke’s Home in Dickinson, and 
     ∙  1.5% of your offering supports the ministry of Badlands Ministries Bible Camp. 
 
A fall Stewardship Campaign encourages members to make a financial commitment or pledge to  
St. John for the coming year. This enables St. John to properly budget for the coming year, as well 
as encourage members to be faithful and intentional on sharing the gifts that God has entrusted to 
us. Pledging is a response to God's call and abundance in our own lives - it's a statement of  
thanksgiving!  

Legacy of Faith Campaign 
This “Campaign of Generosity” is focused on raising $500,000 for the purpose of… 
     ∙   $225,000 to purchase the property behind the church and develop it into a “Legacy Garden” for    
         St. John and the community of Dickinson to enjoy. 
     ∙   $275,000 to be divided evenly between the  
         - Domestic Violence & Rape Crisis Center for their Capital Campaign in building a new facility, 
         - Western ND Synod Ministry Fund to provide scholarships and debt relief to students and  
           rostered leaders. 
In gratitude for the past, present, and a future that remains unseen, we continue a legacy of giving 
generously out of God’s abundance. The Legacy of Faith Campaign will continue through December 
2019. 

Special funds & Memorial Gifts 
Throughout the year, contributions are also taken for designated programs such as “Gifts of Light”, 
mission trips, summer Day Camp, Lutheran Disaster Response, Great Plains Food Bank, etc.  
Memorial gifts in memory or honor of a loved one that are given at Easter and Christmas are desig-
nated to a specific program. Additional gifts given as a memorial or in celebration of an anniversary 
of birthday are given to the St. John Trust Fund. 

Ways to Give 
St. John utilizes a variety of avenues ~ 
     ∙   contribution envelopes available from the Financial office 
     ∙   online giving through the website at www.stjohnelc.org or the St. John app 
     ∙   “Simple Giving” - an automated withdrawal set up by St. John 
    

Questions? Speak with the Angela Mackey in the Finance office. 



 

M
eet the St. John staff! 

Lisa Lewton 
Senior Pastor  

Kaitlyn Olson 
Faith Formation Director 

Joe Natwick 
Associate Pastor 

Cora Tormaschy 
Office Administrator 

(OPEN POSITION) 
Director of Hospitality  

& Stewardship 

Sonnie Otto 
Communications Director 

Tammy Krenz 
Custodian 

Ray Krenz 
Maintenance & Groundskeeper 

 

Kris Pederson 
Worship & Music Director 

 

 

Barb Arneson 
Organist 

 

Cheryl Hewson 
Handbell Director, Organist 
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Angela Mackey 
Finance Administrator 

Kellie Bergman 
Church School Director 


